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JOCURILE IUBIRIISANDRA BROWN

Partea ICAPITOLUL 1Gus Halley,cel ma mare !"tre #ra$ ma"a%er
&'"ecu"(scu$ )" s*(+ 'uss"esse m"!rea )"t(t!eau"a cu #a-tul c.
"asul lu lu"% e )" stare s. smt. !" tm-"e-l.cerle/Aceast. -resm$re
cu!at. ) a-.ruse !e !m"ea$./0,-."! %r.'ts-re l(cu"$a A""e
Pec2,a!ulmeca cu ".rle )"cerc"! s. cu-r"!. mr(sul

-rme3!e,El4a T*ayer,secretara actr$e,)l )"tm-". )" camera
s-a$(as. carere-re4e"ta ( -arte a e5cele"tulu a-artame"t )" care
l(cua !(m"(ara Pec2,la

ultmul eta3 al u"e cl.!r '(%ate ale c.re #erestre !.!eau s-re
Hy!e Par2/
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6"tr7( cl-.,El4a,8.4"! e5-resa #e$e !(m"ulu Halley,) !.!u seama
!e starea!e s-rt a acestua/Tr.s.tur %re(ae,'.r'e !u'l.,(c* cu
-le(a-ele um#late "asul acela !e c(mar care (ca -e (rc"e cu e5ce-$a
-r(-retarulu lu/6"tr7a!e8.r,se %"! !7ra T*ayer,'.tr"ul Halley "u e
"c -e !e-arte u" '.r'at

#rum(s/La ce "c 9: a" a lu are -rea multe 2l(%rame,se su#(c.
seam.". cuu" !el#" ura ma ales -e stra!.,c"! )"(at. -r" mul$me/0
t(tu Gus )

-lace/Prete" )l u'esc -e Gus/;.r"ma #armecul -lac ma mult
!ect)"#.$area e5ter(ar./S($a lu,( 'l("!. m"uscul. #rum(as.,-ur
sm-lu )!8"4ea4. s($ul/T(t Ne+


	
8/9/2019 Sandra Brown - Jocurile Iubirii.pdf

3/117

su#(ca/Dar )" a-artame"t aerul era r.c(r(s -e"tru c. #u"c$("a
"stala$a !e aerc("!$("at/St(rurle ac(-ereau -r8eltea mc %r.!" !e -e
teras./Aceasta era

-l". !e #l(r/0e4l("%ul cu -er"e r( -utea se!uce c*ar u" (m ca
Gus care-re#era s. lucre4e 1 (re !" F9/

?U"!e7 ( )"tre'. el -e !7ra T*ayer/?A #.cut u" !u 8"e me!at s.
8(r'easc. cu !um"ea8(astr./Gus um'la )"c(ace )"c(l( -r" camera -e
care st(rurle 8e"e$e"e ( -r(te3eau!e ar$a s(arelu/C.4ut -e %"!ur,se
ut. )m-re3ur -e"tru a suta (ar. !e c"!

-rmse scrs(area A""e,se %"! c. aceasta este ( tra%e!e,(
crm.,!e(arece#ata se -re%.tea s. -u". cruce carere e
str.luct(are,care a'a )"ce-use/Se%"!ea c. ea -r"tr7( sm-l.
tr.s.tur. !e c("!e, sem"a c("!am"area lam(arte ca actr$.,sem""!u7
lu c("!am"area ca ma"a%er/Cu ( 4 )" urm. )

(#erse u" c("tract,care ar # sc(s !" m" -e (rcare #at. !e FF
a"/C"! -re%.tse *rtle re%retase c. "u se sem"ase acce-tul ma
!e8reme,ca s7( le%e )"acest #el -e aceast. -r(stu ./Dar 8(ser. s.
a#le ma )"t (-"le !es-reO #at. s.rac.,mc. '(%at./C*ar c. e ( #at.
s.rac.,mc. '(%at.@Se %"! el cucu!./Cu acest #lm "u -rea a #.cut
a8ere,)"s. re#u4. s. c t%e sume (me"se )" 8t(r/ !e ce;uc"! ca-.tul
*a8a"e,Gus um'la "er.'!.t(r -r" camer./Seam.". )"tr7a!e8.r cu u"
!el#" sau cu ( #(c./,se %"! !7ra T*ayer "tr"! )" camer./P.cat

!e el/0 !e m"e/;7am term"at carera !u-. cel ma "(r(c(s a" !"
8a$amea/Nu era u(r s. # secretara -ers("al. a u"u star !e c"ema/Dar
r(lul e )

-l.cea/0 )" -lus ( u'ea -e A""a/Era ( #at. att !e
#ermec.t(are@Sm-l.,'l"!.,"u seam.". !el(c cu ( cele'rtate/Era
m(!est. tm!. caGar'(/P(ate c. t(ate se )"tm-laser. t(cma !" -rc"a
acestu lucru/ A""a

-utea s. !e8". ( a !(ua Greta Gar'(/6" 8a$a -ers("al. )"cerca s.
e8te lum"lestr.luct(are,rece-$le 'a"c*etele/Nc m.car "u 8(se s.
)"c*re4e acesta-artame"t scum-/Gus ( ('l%ase/A""a se -er!ea -r"
aceast. cas. care sem."a

cu u" -alat/Era #erct. )" mcul e a-artame"t cu !(u. camere !"
Ne+Jersey/Dar Gus ( c("8"sese s. se mute ac !u-. ce s-ectat(r
crtc)"tm-"aser. #lmul cu e"tu4asm/Gus a8ea !e %"! s. #ac. !" A""a
Pec2 u"a!e8.rat star/Ea "u tre'ua !ect s.7 lase !est"ul -e m"a
lu/

Ne"(r(crea e,se %"!ea El4a T*ayer,c. A""a este e5tra(r!"ar !e
)"!.r.t"c. "u ( -(ate c("tr(la "me"/Acum Gus 8e"se s. ( #ac. s.7
sc*m'e*(t.rrea/Dar ) -er!e tm-ul !e%ea'a/
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?O@ E5clam. -e"tru a trea (ar. Gus,tr"t"!u7se -e ( ca"a-ea
3(as.,ta-$at. cum.tase/Lu"! ( #(t(%ra#e !e -e masa !e stcl. !e l"%.
ca"a-ea,se a-uc. s. (stu!e4e cu ate"$e Res-ra !" ce )" ce ma
%reu/

?Tu@ s-use el s-re #(t(%ra#e/Tu et 8"(8at !e t(ate/Dac. te7a
-utea uc!e

me"tal,a # u" ca!a8ru 4.c"! la -c(arele mele@ ;.
au4,ca!a8rule//?Asta e -rea !e t(t,!(m"ule Halley,-r(test. !7ra
T*ayer/ Gus ) aru"c. (-r8re !stru%.t(are/?Cum,"u et !e ac(r! cu m"e
Dac. ar # #(st m(rt, A""a 7ar -utea c("t"ua4'(rul s-re %l(re

?6m -are #(arte r.u,!(m"ule Halley,!ar s7a )"tm-lat c. !(m"(ara
-recs s7a)"!r.%(stt

?O@ S7a )"!r.%(stt@ 0 !e c"e m. r(% De acest ma"ec*",!e acest
t-

#rumuel -r(stu$@?;e m se -are c. !(m"ul N(rt* este #(arte
atr.%.t(r,s-use El4a T*ayer/0 ea)l !8"4ea4./Pur sm-lu,e )""e'u"t.
!u-. el/6" #ecare 4 ) scre )" #ecare4@ De multe (r m7a s-us c.
-re#er. s. #e ( sm-l. s($e,"u cele'ra A""a Pec2care are t(at. lumea
la -c(arele e/Oc* mc a lu Gus se ascu"ser. )"!.r.tul -le(a-el(r
%rele/Tr"t #(t(%ra#a luAl8" N(rt* -e masa !e stcl.,#.c"!7( -e !7ra
T*ayer s. tresar./

?6$ s-u" c. e )"%r(4t(r/E ( %reeal. m("stru(as.@ N(rt* este u"
t".r

('"ut,cu c*-ul #rum(s/E5st. m !e t"er #rum( )" lume/6
!stru%e8a$a,"e !stru%e "(u. !est"ele,"uma ca s. -lece la L("!ra s.
se m.rte cuu"///P. 8a a8ea cur"! at$a '.r'a$ )" -rea3m.,)"ct ar
-utea ale%e -e (rcare (rc"e ar -utea # ma 'u" !ect N(rt*/Su"t s%ur
!e asta/E,c"e e N(rt*@///D7raT*ayer ) str"se 'u4ele su-.rat./

?Pur sm-lu,e '.r'atul care ) -lace A""e Pec2 E su#ce"t/?Nu cre!
)" asta@ c("t"ua Gus s. se sca"!al4e4e/;7a -(8estt t(tul !es-reAl8"
"u cre! c. e s"%ura u're !" 8ata e/E -ur sm-lu (mul cu care e

l(%(!t. !e la F: a" ,)"truct A""a e ( #at. c"stt.,cre!e c. e
('l%at. s. se$". !e cu8"t/

?E '"e c"! (ame" se $" !e cu8"t,s-use El4a cu r.ceal. 0 eu am
#(stl(%(!t. ( !at./O,cu u" ml(" !e a" )" urm.,)" t"ere$e/Numa c.
#ermec.t(rulmeu l(%(!"c "u s7a $"ut !e cu8"t !e atu"c "u m7a ma
-l.cut "me"/Nu 8reau s. se )"tm-le la #el cu l(%(!"cul !(m"(are
Pec2,!e asta "u )"seam". "mc -e"tru m"e/A-r(a-e ame""$.t(r Gus -u#.
!" $%ar.,Sl('(4"! #umul s-re !(m"(ara T*ayer/
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?Dec,-e A""a ( !(are )" c(t c. m. -(ate )m'(l".8 !e "er8 c. se
8a !(8e!( !(at. re"u"$"! la 'a" carer. !e !ra%ul u"e c.s.t(r ce (
8a tra"s#(rma)"tr7u" "me"/ La L("!ra 8a !e8e" u"a !"tre ml(a"ele !e
s($,care "u!.ruesc "mc lum "u -rmesc "mc )" sc*m'/

?O@ Dum"e4eule@ D(m"ule Halley,87a$ e"er8at -rea tare
ast.4,s-use !7raT*ayer,cl.t""! !" ca-/Gus )"t"se m"le a ru%./Dar
!(m"(are T*ayer se

-.rea !(ar u" !el#" care cerete u" -ete/?N7( -($ #ace s. se
r.4%"!easc. =.7( -e A""e s. asculte 8(cea ra$u"@C*eam.7
-.r"$,a8(catul,ma"a%erul,c*eam.71 -e (rcare (m !e care arasculta@D"
-ra% se #.cu au4t. ( 8(ce #em"". cu u" tm'ru e5tra(r!"ar !e

-l.cut,care )"tr7a!e8.r era ca-a'l s. #armece s.l !e c"ema
su-raa%l(merate/?Gus,!ra%ul meu,e -rea cal! ast.4 ca s. te #r.m"$
atta/Te r(%,calmea4.7te

"u trmte !u-. "me"/H(t.rrea mea e !e#"t8./?Dar !e ce Gus s.r )"
-c(are,ter%"!u7 ('ra3 %tul cu ( 'atst.ura./De ce #ac asta
A""a,!ra%a mea,"u et "(rmal.@ Scrs(area ta m7acutremurat/Era s.7m
ta 'ere%ata@A""a Pec2 4m' 8e" ma a-r(a-e/D(m"(ara T*ayer ( -r8ea -e
#at. cu u"ataame"t !e c"e/ Gus Halley ( urm.rea -e A""a,c("te"t4"!
t(t ma multtra%smul stua$e/6" #a$a lu st.tea ( mare actr$. -e care
( ate-ta )"trea%a lumeEra !s-erat la m(!ul ce ma s"cer O !" -rc"a
*(t.rr luate !e A""a cu

s%ura"$. ar # re"u"$at la t(at. -artea lu !" 'e"e#cu "uma ca s.
( 8a!. -eculmle %l(re/Se %"!ea c. A""a a8usese -arte !e u" a8"t "u
!er!care/P(ate c. ast#el -utea # e5-lcat %*"("ul Gl(ra 8e"se la
A""a -rea!e8reme/=ata "u a8usese tm- s. se !es#ete cu ea,s.
)"$elea%. ce -er!e /

? Gus,te r(% sta 3(s rela5ea4.7te,) s-use cu 'l"!e$e A""a/El se
l.s. s. ca!.-e ca"a-ea/Res-ectu(as.,El4a e,ar camersta A""e,(
austrac. !e8(tat.,)a!use lu Gus ca#e7%lace7ul -re#erat/ El s(r' (
)"%*$tur. !" -a*arul )"alt,a-() !esc*se lar% (c*,stu!"!7( cu ate"$e
-e A""a ) 4se )" %"! c. #ata ar.ta

ca ( 4e$. )"#l(rete -e 4 ce trece/Ar.ta "ema-(me"t !e '"e )"
*alatulal',#lauat,str"s -e tala su'$re cu u" c(r!(" lat/P.rul
lu"%,r(cat,) era str"s)"tr7u" c(c -e cea#a/C$8a 4ulu# m(,)"c. u4,)
c.!eau -e #ru"te Te"ul ee5tra(r!"ar !e al',curat -r(as-.t,se
arm("4a s-le"!! cu -.rul/Pe (8alul#e$e a8ea )"t-.rt. ( e5-rese !e
c("ce"trare c(-l.reasc./Oc* ce"u erau

-l" !e #armec !e su' um'ra %e"el(r lu"%/De -e #a$a A""e l-sea
se"4ualtatea "uma 'u4ele #rum(ase ) tr.!au "atura
-as("al./6"s.,!u-. -.rerea lu GusHalley, cu el erau !e ac(r! mul$
-rete" crtc 7 #rumuse$ea A""e tre'ua

s. )"#l(reasc. ma mult,-e m.sura e8(lu$e tale"tulu e !e
actr$./Cte8a
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-(8et !e u're u(are,( -(r$e re4("a'l. !e su#er"$. u're 8(r
acceleraacest -r(ces/E5-resa !" (c* A""e era a-r(a-e "e8"(8at./Gus
a8usese!re-tate s-u""!u7 El4e c. !7ra Pec2 era ( #at. c"stt.
".scut. )"tr7( #amle!e (ame" sm-l 'u"/ =lmul care ( #.cuse cele'r.
-ret"sese t(cma aceast.

#rumuse$e -u$" se8er.,a"%elc./Era )"c. l-st. !e se"tme"tele
8erta'le -ecare tre'ua s. le -(se!e ( actr$a
a!e8.rat./=rete,-r(msu"ea #urtu" !eem($ e5stase )" #lm/Acest lucru
!e8e"se e8!e"t )" ultma sce". cu ama"tul/Duc"!u7 m"le la ca-,Gus
%emu>

?O,!ra%a mea@ De ce De ce #ac -asul acesta A""a se l.s. -e
s-.tarul#(t(lulu/Cu !e%etele e lu"% su'$r $"ea $%.rle 'rc*eta,!ar
"u !es#.cea

-ac*etul/Lucr"! ca ma"a%er al e tm- !e u" a",Gus )"$ele%ea ce
)"seam".aceast. e5-rese se temea !e ea/C"! Gus 8(a ca ea s. #ac.
ce8a utl !u-.

-.rerea lu,!ar e "u7 -l.cea acest lucru,#a$a A""e -.rea c. se
ascu"!e )"!.r.tulu"(r ('l(a"e/O,era )"tr7a!e8.r )"!.r.t"c.
e5tra(r!"ar !e re$"ut. -e"tru8rsta e )"s.,!e #a-t,c"e este el,ca
s.7 te %"!urle Nc(!at. "u se!est."ua c(m-let -(ate ) !e48.lua
)"tre% su#letul !(ar -e -lat(ul !e #lmare )" lumea lu4l(r
c"emat(%ra#ce/

?A""a,t c. "u7$ su"t "uma ma"a%er,c -rete" a!e8.rat,)"ce-u Gus
cu (8(ce !e mare act(r tra%c/Te r(%,!ra%a mea,mcu$a mea
A""a,8(r'ete cu m"e e5-lc.7m !e ce a luat aceast. *(t.rre ter'l.
T(at. lumea///

?E la -c(arele tale,)l )"treru-se A""a 4m'/0tu, tu t(t ce 8re
s.7m s-u/6m -are r.u c. te7am !e4am.%t 7am )"elat -e ce care au
a8ut )"cre!ere)" m"e

?Da,!ar te )"el )" -rmul r"! -e t"e,-r(test. Gus,a%t"!u7
$%ara/G"!ete7te la (-"le crtc Ut.7te la t(ate acestea,s-use el
ar.t"! cu m"a%r.sule -r" camera -l". !e #l(r,cut !e '(m'(a"e !e
c(c(lat. la cuta cuscrs(r -rmte !e la a!mrat(r,-e care El4a (
a!usese !" 'r(ul A""e

?Am )"cercat s. m. e5-lc )" scrs(are,Gus,(#t. A""a/

?6" scrs(are "u era "c ( e5-lca$e Pur sm-lu m7a -us )" #a$a
#a-tulu)m-l"t,lu"! *(t.rrea !(at. !e a -.r.s c"emat(%ra#ul !e a
-leca )" A"%la ca s. te m.r /

?Oare e ( *(t.rre c*ar att !e !(at.?Ne'u"easc./C"e e acest !(m"
N(rt*Ce )$ -(ate el (#er?=(arte -u ", !ac. )" 8a$. "uma 'a" stua$a
au m-(rta"$. /?6"$ele%e c. t(cma acestea au m-(rta"$./Acum "me" "u
ma cre!e )"aureala !e m(!. 8ec*e c. -($ s. te sm$ ca )" ra )"tr7u"
%ra3!,!ac. u'tul )$

e al.tur/ N7( s. # s.tul. !(ar cu sa"!+c*7ur cu 'r"4. cu
s.rutur/
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S-le"!4 (c* ce"u a A""e lc.rr. !e rs?Cre! c. Al8" 8a -utea s.7m
(#ere ma mult !ect u" sa"!+c* cu'r"4./Su"t s%ur. c. 8a a!.u%a "te
u"t,cre c*ar,u"e(r, cte u" -a*ar !eam-a"e/Al8" este ma"a%erul u"e
c(m-a" urae !" L("!ra/

?Dar tu Dar 8a$a ta Te atea-t. %l(ra,'a",succesul/Iar Al8" N(rt*
8a #ace!" t"e ( %(s-(!".,care ) 8a -etrece tm-ul l'er cu u" -a*ar
la clu',care 8a

3uca te"s,%(l# -(ate c*ar 'r!%e/?a tre'u s.7m e!uc c(-,a!.u%.
A""a cu 'l"!e$e/?E5cele"t@ Nate c(-,)"%ra.7te tra"s#(rm.7te )"tr7(
'a'(r"$.@?A r.mas )" urma 8remurl(r,Gus ;amee !" 4ua !e ast.4 au
%r3. !e sluetal(r/C*ar ;arle"e Detrc* este 'u"c./

?6"s. a !e8e"t 'u"c. !(ar !u-. ce 7a #.cut u" "ume De ce "u
am"

c.s.t(ra -". c"! 8e !e8e" a!e8.rata A""a Pec2 U" #lm "(r(c(s
te7ar!cat -e culmle %l(re !ar "u a cum s. r.ma mult tm-
ac(l(/Tre'ue s.c("t"u//sau///te tra"s#(rm )"tr7u" sm-lu
mete(rt,care str.lucete -e cer a-( se l(8ete !e -.m"t,s-.r%"!u7se
ca s. "u71 ma 8a!. "me"/

? Gus,"u cre! c. 8reau s. !e8" ( stea !e c"ema s. r.m" -e
cer/?Atu"c ce r(st a ma a8ut s. )"ce- De ce tre'ua s. te c*"uet att
!e mult!( a" ca s. a3u"% sus,-e"tru ca !"tr7( !at. s. re"u"$ la
t(ate )"tre'. Gus cu)"c.-.$"are/A""a ) muc. 'u4ele/A-( ) sc(ase
)"cet ( $%ar. !" -ac*et

sca-.r. cu 'rc*eta/?Aa a et/N7am -re8.4ut c. ( s. am acest
succes/Nc )" 8sele mele cele ma"e'u"et,"u7m -uteam ma%"a c. 8(
a3u"%e la %l(re )"tr7u" tm- att !escurt/Pur sm-lu "u 8re s. m.
)"$ele%,Gus/6 a-ar$" lu Al8" 8reau s. m.c.s.t(resc cu el/

?N7a remarcat c. e u" e%(st///U" e%(st e5tra(r!"ar@ S. te c. et
( stea s. )"cerce s. te aru"ce )"tr7( mare -l". !e -et(r
"e)"sem"a$,"uma -e"truca s. # %(s-(!". la L("!ra,s. te culc cu el
s.7 #ac c(- Nu $ se -are c. e

( #(rm. e5trem. !e e%(smA""a se r!c./?;er% -rea !e-arte,Gus/6"
-lus Al8" )m te -.rerea/Nu7m cere "c u"sacr#cu -e care ar tre'u
s.7l #ac #.r. -l.cere/Gus s.r )" -c(are,ter%"!u7 !e tra"s-ra$e #a$a
%ruma4ul/Se e"er8ase84'l/ 0 )l !urea acum )" c(t !e cu8"tele -e
care urma s. le r(steasc./

?De ce te !era"3ea4. cu8"tul &-at/Oare A""a Pec2 e att !e
-urta".,)"ct "use -(ate ma%"a )" 'ra$ele u"u s($ sau ale u"u ama"t
)"t(t!eau"a te7a #ert !ecu8"tul &se5,!e )" #lm a 3ucat s-le"!!
(rce s-ectat(r !" sal. a -lecat
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-l" !e -asu"e/S-ectat(r 8e!eau cum ce!a, acest lucru ) e5cta/Et
-l". !ese"4ualtate/0 s. "u )"cerc s. "e%/A""a se #acu -al!. la
#a$./

?Cearta "(astr. e a'sur!./Nu am a8ut "c(!at. aceea -.rere
!es-rese5,Gus/Nu su"t "c -r(ast. "c -e!a"t./ Dar "u 8reau s. !e8" (
-sc. se5y

sau ( t-. #rum(as. !e -e c(-erta u"e re8ste/ Se5ul "u e
s-ecaltateamea/Orct ar -.rea !e cu!at,am *(t.rt s. -lec )" A"%la s.
m.c.s.t(resc/Iar )" c.s.t(re se5ul "u -(ate # e8tat,"u7 aa Asta
)"seam". c. am"e8(e !e u" s( /Gus ( -r8 cu trste$e/=a$a lu %ras. se
strm'. !e -arc. ar # #(st %ata s. -l"%./

?O,!ra%a mea@ Nu tre'ue s. "e urm rec-r(c Te !8"4e4/Am -l"s
!e'ucure c"! am a#lat !e succesul t.u/N7am a8ut -". acum "mc
mam-(rta"t )" 8a$. P($ !e8e" cea ma "telectual. actr$. !m lume 0tu
c. )"

8a$a ta,)" a#.r. !e Al8","u a ma e5stat "me"/0 t(tu,s-er c. )$
8e %.s u"ama"t 8e a#la ce este -l.cerea 0 "u te 8e ma tra"s#(rma
)"tr7( sm-l.%(s-(!". mam. )" (rce ca4,-e"tru aceasta "u a 8e"t
tm-ul/O,!ra%a mea,e

-rea !e8reme@Oc* A""e,!e ('ce calm,ar ast.4 )"!.r.t"c,se ma
)m'u"ar.-u$"/=ata se a-r(-e !e Gus ,-u""!u7 m"le -e umer,)l s.rut.
u(r -e u" ('ra4/

?Scu4.7m.,Gus/0tu c. te7am !e4am.%t/Dar 8( tr. aa cum
8reau/I7am-r(ms s(lem" lu Al8" acum !( a" -(rt "elul lu//A mu"ct
mult ca s.7m

as%ure ( cas. Acum tre'ue s. mer% la el/?Dar !u-. ce te 8e
c.s.t(r,!e ce "u te7a )"t(arce s. ma #ac u" #lm?Pe"tru c. aa se
!stru% #amlle/0tu c. lumea c"emat(%ra#ulu e -l". !e!8(r$ur !e
!es-.r$r/Iar eu 8reau s. am ( c.s.t(re #erct. ) 8( (#er luAl8"
t(tul/Gus )"ce-u s. %eam./

?0 acest t".r e )" stare s. acce-te u" aseme"ea sacr#cu?Presu-u"
c. Al8" "u c("s!er. c. m. sacr#c/E )" stare s.7m (#ere
#(artemult/De aceea e ( 3%"re s.7m s-u c. m. sacr#c c.s.t(r"!u7m.
cu el/E

-(s'l ca la L("!ra s. "u7 !ea seama ce mare 4%(m(t s7a #.cut
ac,la Ne+
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mult ma 'l"!/Casa e 8a # 8la al'. !" L("!ra/Al8" 7( !escra
a!esea c*ar ) trmsese ( #(t(%ra#e/a$a 4%(m(t(as. !e la Ne+
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?Nu m. mr,s-usese A""a/Ja"e ( -r8se cu sm-ate/?a tre'u s. re"u"$
la mu"ca ta//A""a se "teresase !e ce, Ja"e ) s-usese c. '.r'a$
r.4%a$ !e -.r"$ )"

c(-l.re au,!e ('ce,u" caracter !#cl/R4"!,A""a ( )"cre!"$ase c.
)l 8a $"e-e Al8" )" #ru/Acum,ascult"!u7l -e Gus,A""a ) am"t
cu8"tele -e care les-usese Ja"e N(rt* la !es-.r$re>

?Al8" e u" e%(st/S. "u ) -erm$ s. $7( a )"a"te/Et aa !e
#rum(as.//Du-. !scu$a cu Ja"e,A""a sm$se "te )"!(el care (
)"%r3(raser. -u$"/6" -lus,)" scrs(area -rmt. ast.4 !m"ea$.,erau
cte8a r"!ur '4are/A""a)"cerca,!ar "u le -utea uta/;a )"t el )
-(8estse !es-re 8la l(r "umt. &LaP("ctte/ A""a 8a a8ea -atru
ser8t(r/Nu 8a # "e8(t. s. se (cu-e cu tre'urle

%(s-(!.ret,ca #emele c.s.t(rte !" Statele U"te O ate-tau alte
%r3/Al8"cu"(ate mul$ (ame" "#lue"$ !" L("!ra care a'a atea-t. s.
!ea u" 'a"c*et)" ("(area l(%(!"ce lu/A-( urmau cu8"tele care (
#.cuser. -e A""a s. sesmt. -u$" !erutat.//A 3ucat e5cele"t )"
#lm,!ra%a mea,!ar 8reau s. m. %"!esc la t"e ca la (8t(are !(am".
N(rt*,"u ca la starul !e c"ema,!(m"(ara Pec2/ D"m(me"tul )" care 8e
c.lca -e -.m"tul aceste $.r,!(m"(ara Pec2 8a

)"cetas. ma e5ste/ Ne 8(m cu"u"a 8e !e8e" -ur sm-lu A""a N(rt*,
s($a

mea/Ja"e ar # s-us c. aceste r"!ur su"t e%(ste/ A""a ar #
-re#erat ca el s.7e5-rme re%retul c. re"u"$. la t(t !e !ra%ul
c.s.t(re cu el/6"s. )"cerca s.)"$elea%. s. erte/Cu att ma mult el
"u a8ea !e %"! s. se #(l(seasc. !esuccesul 'a" ct%a$ !e ea/ Al8" "u
8(a !ect u" s"%ur lucru> s.7 #es($e/A""a )"cerc. )"c. ( !at.
s.71 c("8"%. -e Gus c. ( atea-t. a!e8.rata#ercre/ 6" s#rt, Gus )
acce-t. ar%ume"tele/

? O s. m. r(% s. # #erct., )"%erul meu, ) s-use el, (#t"! !"
%reu/?6$ 8( scre scrs(r lu"%,-l"e !e #ercre,!" "(ua mea cas.,)
s-use ea

r4"!/Gus str"se !" umer/?C"! -lec?La s#rtul lu"/ ;a am )"c. tm-
s.7m c(ma"! ( "(u. %ar!er('./Gus 4m' "emul$umt/6" camer. "tr. El4a
T*ayer/

?D(m"(ar. Pec2,su"te$ c*emat. ur%e"t la tele#("?(r'esc !"
!(rmt(r !u-. aceea tre'ue s. m. )m'rac,s-use A""aPe"tru ea )"ce-use
( "(u. 4 T(tu,Gus "u se sm$ea ma '"e !s-us !u-.aceast. 84t./Peste
4,aa cum -r(msese,A""a -lec. la Ne+ Jersey s. se

)"tl"easc. cu -.r"$ e/Nc(!at. A""a "u se sm$ea '"e acas./ D(am"a
Pec2
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se -rce-ea s. ( #ac. -e #ca e s. se smt. ca ( c(l.r$.,care are
"e8(e !es#atur c*ar !e cte ( ceart./P.r"$ e erau "te (ame"
"c(l(r,!e 8rsta m3l(ce/Tr.au "uma !"tr7(

-e"se/ Walt Pec2 3uca -u$" %(l# cea ma mare -arte a 4le 7(
-etrecea )"

%r.!"a Hert*a,s($a lu,c(sea #.cea cum-.r.tur,ar )" tm-ul l'er se
(cu-acu acte !e cartate 7 era secretara u"u a4l -e"tru c(-
(r'/;er%ea !es la

'serc. -artc-a la t(ate tre'urle -ar(*e/La )"ce-ut -.r"$ se
mraser.,a-( )"ce-user. s. se smt. !era"3a$ !e #a-tul c.#ca l(r
!e8e"ea cele'r./Du-. -remera #lmulu e trecuser. -r"tr7u" m(me"t!e
m"!re,!ar )"c. "u se ('"user. cu #a-tul c. #(t(%ra#le A""e a-.reau
t(tma !es )" re8ste/De #a-t,)" a!"cul su#letulu e,Hert*a Pec2 "u
era !e ac(r! cut(aletele !e e#ect ale A""e/Nu 8(se "c(!at. ca A""a
s. !e8".

actr$./6"t(t!eau"a Hert*a ) am"tea -r(-ra e t"ere$e -etrecut. )"
casa-re(tulu e!uca$a #(arte se8er./D(am"a Pec2 "u era !e ac(r! cu
".4u"$as-re a8e"tur,att !e caracterstc. -e"tru t"ere/O#tase
uurat.,a#l"! c. A""aare !e %"! s. re"u"$e la t(t s. -lece la
l(%(!"cul e Al8" ) -l.cea !(am"ePec2/(a ca A""a s. a'. ( c.s.t(re
#erct.,s. "asc. c(- s.7 a!uc. la

Ne+ Jersey/Aa 8a # ma '"e/D(am"a Pec2 ) re-eta a!ese(r s($ulu
e>?Nme" "u te ce se -(ate )"tm-la cu u" star !e c"[email protected]"$ "u
se -uteau -l"%e !e l-sa !e ate"$e a A""e,c*ar atu"c c"! ea

)"ce-use s. ct%e 'a" mul$/=ca l(r ) 84ta re%ulat,le trmtea "8ta$
la celema 'u"e s-ectac(le,le #.cea ca!(ur scum-e/Dar !(am"a Pec2 "u
eram-res("at. !e t(ate acestea/La cea ) s-use A""e c. '"ecu8"tea4.
-lecareae )" A"%la c. acesta este cel ma )"$ele-t -as !" 8a$a
e/

?Ne 8a # !(r !e t"e,s-use cu trste$e !(m"ul Pec2/El se m"!rea cu
succeseleA""e mult ma mult !ect s($a /Hert*a era %el(as. -e #ca e
!(m"ul Pec2C("s!era c.,-e m.sur. ce s( a lu se (cu-a t(t ma mult !e
cartate,!e8e"ea t(t ma -u " su-(rta'l. '"e8(t(are )" -r(-ra e
cas./

? me ( s.7m #e !(r !e t"e,tat.,) r.s-u"se A""a, !e t"e,mam.@
?N7are r(st, !ra%a mea, r(st !(am"a Pec2 )"cerc"! s. %*ceasc. cam
ct arc(sta #rum(asa r(c*e !e -e #ca e/A3u"se la c("clu4a c. acet
'a" le7ar ##(st mult ma !e #(l(s s.racl(r/Aceasta e 8("$a lu
Dum"e4eu c. tu re"u"$ lat(t te m.r$ cu sm-atcul Al8"/S.-t.m"a
aceasta am -rmt ( scrs(are#(arte !r.%u . !e la el/

?Ce 8. scre )"tre'. A""a !strat./Se sm$ea r.u/I se -.rea c. are
tem-eratur. ca-ul ( !urea )"%r(4t(r/6" a'!(me" sm$ea ( !urere '4ar.
a%asa"t./
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?Dra%ul !e Al8" m7a scrs c. )" "c u" ca4 "u7$ 8a -ermte s. r.m
actr$.,)e5-lc. !(am"a Pec2,cu ( "(t. trum#.t(are )" 8(ce/A ate-tat
aa -rea mult are "e8(e !e ( s($e,"u !e u" star !e c"ema/6"c. (
alu4e la mu"ca e/A""e"u7 -l.cu acest lucru

?Nu -(t s. )"$ele% (-"a lu Al8" !es-re carera mea,s-use
ea/;a3(rtatea'.r'a$l(r ar # )"c"ta$ !ac. ar 8e!ea "umele #eme u'te
)" 4are -e a#elec"emat(%ra#el(r

?T(t!eau"a am c("s!erat c. Al8" e u" (m #(arte ser(s,)"ce-u s.7
e5-lceHert*a/Cre! c.,)" aceast. -r8"$. are e5act aceea -.rere ca a
tat.lu t.u/Gl(ra

-.m"teasc. e trec.t(are !(ar ceea ce se 8a )"tm-la cu "( -e
lumea cealalt.are m-(rta"$./A""a ) stu!a cu ate"$e u"%*le !e la
-c(are,lacul r(u se)"tre4.rea -r" $es.tura #". a c(ra-ulu/G"!urle e
erau !estul !e )"tu"ecate/

T(tul a r.mas ca alt.!at./;ame e ) -lace #(arte mult s. !ea
s#atur/Iar tat.l "u)"!r.4"ete s. ( c("tra4c./A""a ) u'ea mama/6"
#elul e,!(am"a Pec2 era 'u". la su#let %r3ule/Tat.le -.ruse
)"t(t!eau"a u" (m em(t8,!e )"cerca s.7 ascu"!. se"tme"tele/A""a )
a-r"se ( $%ar./Cum era !e ate-tat,acest %est -r(8(c. u" -r(test
!"

-artea !(am"e Pec2>?Ar tre'u s. #ume4 ma -u$"/6$ "#lue"$ea4.
"e%at8 s.".tatea/?D" -rc"a "er8l(r,) r.s-u"se A""a/

?C*ar asta )$ s-u",4se !(am"a Pec2 cl.t""! !" ca-/A u" m(!
"es.".t(s!e 8a$./;. 8( 'ucura c"! 8e # )" a8(" )" !rum s-re
Al8"/A""a se r!c. sm$"! ( rtare cu!at./De ('ce r!ea -ur sm-lu
!ese"t"$ele mame/;a '"e ar -leca acas.,)"tr7a!e8.r,se smte r.u
em($a

-l.cut.,care ) a-.rea !e ('ce atu"c c"! se -(me"ea !es-re
c.s.t(ra e,acum) !s-.ruse 'rusc/A""a era cu-r"s. !e s-am./Acum "u7
ma -l.cea "mc>"c -.rerea -.r"$l(r e !es-re 8a$.,"c -lctseala !"
8ec*ea e cas.,"c c*aru'rea e -e"tru Al8" care s7ar -utea !(8e! a #
u" e%(st ('"ut/P(ate c.

Ja"e a a8ut !re-tate/D(am"a Pec2 ) -r8 #ca cu )"%r3(rare/T(tu,"u
era"el"tt. !" -rc"a #ra%le #ermec.t(are A""a,c !" -rc"a #a-tulu
c.aceasta se s-r3"se !e -(l$a em"eulu/

?= ate"t. A""a,!ra%a mea/P($ s-ar%e ceaca !" ser8cul !e
#amle@A""a 4'uc" )" rs/Parc. s7a )"t(rs ar )" c(-l.re/Aceste 8e"ce
%r3 cu

-r8re la ceaca !e #amle@ Aceste 8e"ce ('ser8a$ "ter!c$ !e a
"uat"%e s"%urul lucru -re$(s care ) a-ar$"ea !(am"e Pec2/
B(m'."eala mame( !era"3a mult -e mcu a A""a c"! se 3uca )" aceast.
camer./
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?Tre'ue s. -lec,se %"! A""a,alt#el ar 8a tre'u s. ascult
-(8estea-lctst(are cu 'u"ca care a cum-.rat aceast. ceac. cu
#ar#ur(ar./ ;ama )am"tete acest e8e"me"t )"c. !" t"ere$e/

?;a trec -e la 8( )"a"tea -lec.r,le -r(mse ea/0 84ta se
)"c*ee/El4a

8e"se s7( a cu ma"a/6" "(a-tea aceea,c"! -.r"$ e se culcaser.
!e3a,le!.!u tele#(" !(m"(ara T*a8er

?Re%ret,!ar tre'ue s. 8. c(mu"c c. !(m"(ara Pec2 a #(st !us. la
s-tal Sesm$ea #(arte r.u c"! am -lecat !" Ne+ Jersey D(ct(rul 7a
-us !a%"(stcula-e"!ct. acut./;e!c se tem !e -ert("t./De aceea (
(-erea4. me!at/=rete,( s. 8. $" la cure"t,!ar !7ra Pec2 87a ru%at
s. "u 8e"$ la Ne+

?O,D(am"e@Acum "u 8a -utea -leca la Al8"/K s7a -.rut c.
arat.'(l"a8.S.rma"ul c(-l@Ce "e"(r(cre/@?Cre! c. !(m"(ara T*ayer 7a
trms lu Al8" ( tele%ram. /?Su"t s%ur. c. a #.cut7(/ 0 m7a mra !aca
a a#la c. "u 7a luat c("ce!u-e"tru a 8e" ac,s-use !(am"a Pec2/Al8"
N(rt* c*ar aa se *(t.r) s. -r(ce!e4e/La ( 4 !u-. ce !(ct(r
4arele

a"u"$aser. c. (-era a a !ecurs cu '"e, !" A"%la s(s ( tele%ram.
A tea-t.7 m. la s#r tul s.-t.m"/Su"t #(arte "el" tt/Cu
!ra%(ste,Al8"

CAPITOLUL S-re s#rtul s.-t.m" A""a "u se sm$ea att !e '"e !u-.
cum se ate-tau!(ct(r/Nu e5stau m(t8e s-ecale !e )"%r3(rare,)"s.
!u-. cum !(ct(rulC*a"!ler ) s-use lu N(rt* care 8e"se la cl"c.,A""a
e ( #at. #ra%l. re4ste"$a (r%a"smulu e "u e su#ce"t./Era c*"ut. !e
!urer,care c(m-lcau

ma mult c("8alesce"$a/0 !(ct(rul C*a"!ler c*rur%ul De+ey erau
s%ur c. !(m"(ara Pec2 se 8a)"s.".t( 8a # -e -c(are )" crca !(u.
s.-t.m"/O s#.tuser. s.7 a u"c("ce!u -e"tru re#acerea s.".t.$, "c "u
8a -utea # 8(r'a !e a lucra lastu!(ul !e #lmare/

?Nu 8. #ace$ -r('leme/Nu 8a lucra la "c u" stu!(,)l as%ur. Al8"
N(rt* -e!(ct(rul C*a"!ler/A""a se 8a a#la la L("!ra,su' !recta mea
su-ra8e%*ere/C*a"!ler,care se )"%r3ea !e s.".tatea A""e !e c"!
aceasta a3u"sese cele'r.,"u

era !(ar c("sulta"tul e me!cal,c u" a!mrat(r/De aceea
(#t.>
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?P.cat c. lumea -er!e ( actr$. att !e 'u".@?Dm-(tr8.,cre! c.
8ata !e star !e c"ema e cel ma r.u lucru -e"tru A""a,)re-lc. Al8"
cu r.ceal./De c"! a )"ce-ut s. #ac. #lm,s7a tra"s#(rmat )"tr7u"

-ac*et !e "er8/;(!ul "(stru !e 8a$. !e la L("!ra ) 8a #
#(l(st(r/

?Des%ur,!es%ur,'%u !(ct(rul C*a"!ler/Cu c(a!a (c*ulu )l ('ser8a
-el(%(!"cul !(m"(are Pec2/ Im-resa -r(!us. !e acesta "u era !"tre
cele ma

'u"e Era -rea s%ur !e s"e -rea %r.'t> D(ct(rul se %"! c.
#emele au%ustur '4are/ A!ese(r le m-res("ea4. #rumuse$ea e5ter(ar./
Du-. !(u.4ec!e m"ute !e !scu$e cu Al8" N(rt*,!(ct(rul C*a"!ler
)"ce-use s. se )"!(asc.!e #a-tul c. )" ca-ul acestua ar ma e5sta
altce8a )" a#ar. !e ( -rea 'u".

-.rere !es-re s"eDe ce aceast. #at. #ra%l. #ermec.t(are 8rea s.
re"u"$e lacarer. s. -lece cu el la L("!ra

Numa A""a "u7 -u"ea )"tre'.r Era 'ucur(as. s.7l 8a!. !" "(u
-uter"c -r(tect(r/ Era (mul care r.s-u"!ea la t(ate )"tre'.rle cu
acea s%ura"$a care e )l-sea a!ese(r/A""a )"c. se ma sm$ea '(l"a8./
P". acum "u tuse ce )"seam". su#er"$a/U"a !"tre "#rmere ( )m'r.c.
cu ( c.ma. !e "(a-te al'astr./ =ata a8ea -eca- ( mc. -.l.re le%at.
-e su' '.r'e cu ( -a"%lc. !e m.tase/P.rul auru )c.!ea -e s"
elastc/De%etele e,)" m"le lu mar 'r("4ate,-.reau -reaal'e -rea
#ra%le/Al8" sm$ea ( !u(e "#"t./=rumuse$ea A""e )l ulua O

8a -re4e"ta -rete"l(r lu !" L("!ra aceta 8(r r.m"e stu-e#a$/Nc
u"a!"tre #emele !e ac(l( "u se -(ate c(m-ara cu ea/Cur"! se 8a
)"s.".t(/a

-utea #ace ec*ta$e,8a -utea !a"sa cu el O 8a )"8.$a s. 3(ace
'r!%e,3(c care lu) -l.cea att !e mult ) 8a !a s#atur cum tre'ue s.
se -(arte cu ser8t(r,cums. !ea rece-$ '(%ate care s.7 #e lu utle )"
carer./R.mase cu A""a cu u" ceas ma mult !ect se -ermsese/
I"#rmerele t"ere sea%tau -e l"%. '(l"a8.,aru"c"!u7 -r8r cur(ase,ar
-e c(r!(r sc*m'au)"tre ele (a-te cum c. l(%(!"cul !(m"(are Pec2 e
e5tra(r!"ar/

Al8" ) !escrse A""e 8a$a !e la L("!ra #rumuse$le 8t(are l(r
case/ Sel.u!. cu succesele lu la #rm. cu l(cul m-(rta"t -e care )l
(cu-a )" s(cetateal("!("e4./Term". cu urm.t(arele cu8"te/? ;. 'ucur
#(arte mult c. )$ 8( -utea (#er t(ate acestea !u-. ce "e
8(mc.s.t(r/A""a st.tea "emcat., -r8"!u71 !e8(tat. cu (c* e ce"u/
Nu7ma a!ucea am"te !e carera e/A""a ta c. lu Al8" "u7 -lace
"!e-e"!e"$ae se %"!ea c. e #(arte #rum(s !" -artea lu c. ) (#er.
t(ate acestea/Iar Al8" -.ea !e3a -r" camer. stu!"! cu ate"$e
"emul$umre 'uc*etele

mar !e #l(r/=l(rle -rmte !e A""a !e la -rete" a!mrat(r #(rmau u"
#el !e
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%r.!". e5(tc. )" acest sal(" !e s-tal/ Erau multe -e c(r!(r,
-use )" %.le$ )" 8a4e/ Al8" 4m' r("c>

?; se -are c. tu te7a s.turat !e t(ate acestea/ C"! (mul are
-rea mult, "uma a-reca4. "mc

?Da, !ra%ul meu, ) r.s-u"se A""a cu m(!este/?De aceea ca!(ul meu
arat. -ur sm-lu "#m, c("t"u. Al8", ar.t"! s-re!u4"a !e tra"!a#r r(,
-e care ( cum-.rase 8e""! !e la aer(-(rt/

?Pe"tru m"e au m-(rta"$. "uma aceste #l(r, se %r.' A""a
s.71)"cre!"$e4e/ Dac. 8re, s-u"e7 "#rmere s. le sc(at. -e t(ate s.
le lase"uma -e ale tale/Pe #a$a lu ) #acu a-ar$a u" 4m'et !e
mul$umre/ Se -r8 )"(%l"!. ) "ete4 crl("$ "e%r/

?Nu7 "e8(e, !ra%a mea/ ;7am re#ert !(ar la #a-tul c. mcul meu
'uc*et e

!.rut !" t(at. "ma, ar cea ma mare -arte a acest(r 'uc*ete me"se
scum-e "u c("sttue altce8a !ect %estur !e -(lte$e/

?=rete, !ra%ul meu, r(st A""a cu ( 8(ce !e #et$./ Se sm$ea
sl.'t. se)"cre!"$a t(tal lu Al8", care ( c(-leea cu e"er%a lu
8tal./ I se -.rea c. acest

'.r'at mare,'r("4at,lum"a sal("ul ) "su#la tru-ulu e '(l"a8
resursele"ecesare/Se a%.$. !e m"a lu> O,Al8"@,A'a ate-t s. a3u"%
la t"e@

?Tre'ua s. "e c.s.t(rm !e mult/Am -relu"%t
ate-tarea/?6"tr7a!e8.r,am a8ut u" succes #a"tastc cu #lmul,)"ce-u
A""a "es%ur. -e ea/

6"s. el ) r!c. m"a,-arc. -re8e""!7(/?Nc ( !scu$e !es-re
#lm/Aceast. lume a r.mas )" urm./N(r(c c. a sem"atc("tractul "uma
-e"tru u" #lm/Bu4ele A""e tres.rr./

?Gus "u cre!e c. acesta este u" "(r(c/?Gr.sa"ul@ Nu71 -(t
su#er@?E u" (m #(arte 'u"/C*ar !ac. "u )m 8a ma # ma"a%er )m 8a
r.m"e-rete" t(at. 8a$a/?Dar "u 8a !e8e" -rete"ul meu/Pe"tru
Dum"e4eu,"u71 "8ta la "( )"

A"%la/Nu se -(tr8ete cu cercul meu !e -rete"/N.4u"$a s-re
"!e-e"!e"$. 7 ceea ce -.r"$ e "umeau )"c.-.$"are 7 se tre4!e(!at.
)" A""a/=a$a -al!. a #ete se #.cu r(4,ca cum s7ar # e"er8at/

?L7am "8tat !e3a -e Gus la "(/6" ar"a urm.t(are 8a 8e" )" A"%la
s.!scut.m !es-re u" "(u #lm/

?Tre'ue s. %.set u" -rete5t s. "u te )"tl"et cu el/0t c. "u
su-(rtaseme"ea t-/0(cat.,A""a ) -r8 #5 l(%(!"cul/U"!e7 #ermec.t(rul
Al8" !ealt.!at. Oare #u"c$a !e !rect(r al u"e c(m-a" 17a l-st !e
sm$ul um(rulu

17a tra"s#(rmat )"tr7u" (m -lctc(s -l" !e s"e
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O#t"!,) s-use>?Gus este -rete"ul meu/A #.cut #(arte mylte
-e"tru m"e, !e 7am -r(8(cat !au"e m(rale re"u" "! la c("tract,se
-(art. #(arte #rum(s cu m"e/

?=(arte #rum(s )"tre'. Al8" 4m'"!/ Pe"tru c. s-er. s. sem"e4
ar.

c("tractul/ Dar !ac. 8a )"cerca s. ( a'(r!e4e -e s( a mea cu a a
ce8a ) ar.t eu lu/@Te r(% !ra%a mea,"u7 l.sa s-era"$a c. "e 8a 84ta
casa/Cu8"tul !ra%. "u -rea )"#rumuse$ase aceast. re-lc./Pal!.,A""a
t.cea"e-ut"c(as. -e -er". ascult"!u7 '.t.le "m/Dec Al8" 8rea ca Gus
s. #ee5clus !" cercul -rete"l(r e/Acum cte8a m"ute,)"c. ma era -l".
!e

'ucure c. Al8" 8e"se s7( 84te4e/0ta c. a8("ul c(st. #(arte mult
Al8",-e"tru care mu"ca )"sem"a t(tul,"u -rea 8(se s.7 -.r.seasc.
c(m-a"ac*ar "uma -e"tru cte8a 4le Era m.%ult. !e %estul lu 0
acum,!e(!at.//

A""a sm$ r.ceal. s-am.,)"$ele%"! c. 7a "8e"tat u" !eal
"e5ste"tAcest '.r'at )"alt,cu )"#.$are e5cele"t.,"u seam.". cu
er(ul )"c*-ut !eea/E%(st ('"ut,) -ret"!e s.7 -.r.seasc. "u "uma
-r(#esa,!ar -rete"/A""a t.cuse att !e 'rusc,)"ct,cu t(at. l-sa lu
!e se"s'ltate,Al8" )"$elesec. mersese mult -rea !e-arte/O u'ea -e
A""a cum se -rce-ea/ I se -.rea ma 'u". !ect #emele -e care
le)"tl"se ma )"a"te/ Iar )"#.$area #armecul lu cucerser. !estule/6"
a8(" "u!(rmse a-r(a-e !el(c ('(sse,se %"!ea Al8"/ Alt#el "u s7ar
-urta cu ea cu

atta l-s. !e tact/S.rma"a/E att !e '(l"a8. '"e)"$eles tre'ue
)"cura3at./;a tr4u 8a reu s.7 c("tr(le4e el t(ate !(r"$ele/;a
tr4u,!u-. ce 8a !e8e" s( a lu/L.s"!u7se )" %e"u"c* l"%. -at Al8" )
l- ('ra4ul cal! !e #a$a A""e/

?Dra%a mea/Iart.7m.,te r(%/ Su"t u" %r(s(la"/ Ce m-(rta" . are
-.rerea mea Et u" )"%er/ A re"u"$at la t(t !e !ra%ul meu/ Dac. 8re
ca acest Gus '.tr"

'ur!u*(s s. 8". la "(,"7are !ect s. 8"./ Am s.7l ser8esc cu (
*a8a". ('ucat. 'u". !e -astram./ E8rel(r le -lace -astrama,"u7 aa
)"tre'.

el,sats#.cut !e -r(-ra lu %lum./ C"stt s. #u,"u am "mc )m-(tr8.
ca tu s.-r(ce!e4 aa cum cre4 "ecesar/ Am #.cut ( -r(ste m7am -urtat
ca u" c(-lr.4%at/ Am #(st al"tat )" c(-l.re,t tu/ E tm-ul s.7m au (
s($e care s.m. -u". la -u"ct/G"!urle "e%re ale A""e se r.4le$r./Se
l- cu ('ra4ul !eAl8" )l m"%e -e -.r/

?Dra%ul meu,era ct -e ce s. "e cert.m/?Nu "e 8(m certa
"c(!at.,u't(@?Te u'esc/ Nu m7am -utut %"! la "mc altce8a !ect la
-lecarea s-re t"e

Succesul meu "u )"seam". "mc )" c(m-ara$e cu al t.u/
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?Nc al meu/De,-r('a'l,carera mea -are "e)"sem"at. )" c(m-ara$e
cu a ta/?Carera ta e #(arte m-(rta"t.,se %r.' A""a s. s-u". E
e5tra(r!"ar c. aa3u"s att !e sus/

?Am"!( am a3u"s sus,) r.s-u"se el cu m.r"me a!.u%./ La L("!ra 8e
#

cea ma #rum(as. s($e/?Str"%e7m. ma tare,) (-t ea,sm$"! "e8(a s.
#e m"%at. c("s(lat./Al8" ( )m'r.$.,( s.rut. cu -asu"ea !e alt.!at.
A""a se l"t,sm$"!u7se ar#erct./ El 4m'ea !e3a !e8e""! Al8" cel
('"ut s%ur !e s"e/

Nc m.car "7( remarc. -e "#rmera care 8e"se )" sal(" )l ru%ase s.
-leces-u""!u7 c. A""a e #(arte sl.'t. ) -(ate -er!e cu"(t"$a/Al8"
-lec. !e la s-tal aa cum se )" eleseser. se "stal. )" a-artame"tul
e/D(m"(ara T*ayer a8usese %r3. !e masa !e -r"4,!e 'letele
-e"tru

teatru/Urm.t(arele !(u. 4le le 8a -etrece cu A""a -(ate 8a tra%e
( #u%. laC*elte"*am c. s. ( 84te4e -e '.tr"a Ja"e/A-( )"t(arce la
L("!ra,la mu"c./6"s.,'rusc,lu Al8" ) 8e" ( !ee e5cele"t./D.!u me!at
u" tele#(" la s-tal ) s-use t(tul A""e/

?De ce "7am ('$"e ( a-r('are s-ecal. ca s. "e c.s.t(rm )"a"te !e
a -lecaeu ) -r(-use el cu e"tu4asm/C"! 8e s(s la L("!ra 8e # !e3a
)" r(lul s($emele 8(m -utea -leca me!at acas./Este -(s'l ca
m(me"tul crucal !" 8a$a A""e s. se # -etrecut c*ar )" acele

cte8a m(me"te c"! "u7 r.s-u"se &!a/Pur sm-lu,"u7
%.seacu8"tele/Iar. au4 %lasul lu em($("at>

?A""a,m. au4 A""a/// )" s#rt se au4 r.s-u"sul e
c("#u4>?Eu///Al8",!ra%ul meu,"u7$ -(t r.s-u"!e/;e!te4//E//Att !e
ser(s///)"$ele%///Nu tu,!ar "u !(resc s. m. m.rt -e -atul !e
m(arte/?Dar c"e 8(r'ete !e -atul !e m(arte )"tre'. el (cat=ata 4m'
sla'/?;7am re#ert la -atul !e s-tal//Eu cre! c. a ur) aceast. "u"t.
#.cut. )" %ra'.,l"%. -atul meu/Dar am -utea ara"#a///8reau s. #u
)"tr7( r(c*e al'. la

L("!ra,la ( "u"t. a!e8.rat./Al8" ( )"treru-se>?;. "ec.3e t
#(arte mult,!ra%a mea,s-use el #(r at/Se -user. -e ceart./ )"
aceast- sear.,)"!.r.t"ca A""a ct%./Al8" -use 3(s
rece-t(rul,acce-t"! !eeac. #usese )"8"s -e"tru ct8a tm-/Aceast.
ce!are "u7 -l.cea/A""a "u 8(a"ccum s. acce-te "u"ta la s-tal )"a"te
!e a-lecarea lu )" A"%la/O )"8"usec. "u71 u'ete/A""a )"cercase s.7l
)"cre!"$e4e c. "u e aa/Se smte r.u/0#ecare #at. are !re-tul la
e8e"me"tul care ar l(c ( s"%ur. !at. )" 8a a e/Nu,A""a "u 8a 8e" cu
a8("ul/Pre#er. 8a-(rul/Aceast. c.l.t(re ( 8a a3uta s.
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-r"!. -uter !u-. (-era$e/A-( 8(r (r%a"4a ( "u"t. e5tra(r!"ar. la
L("!ra ) 8(r am"t t(at. 8a$a acest e8e"me"t/C"! Al8" ) s-use c. "u
( -(ate )"$ele%e c. -(ate "u 8rea )"tr7a!e8.r s. sec.s.t(reasc. cu
el,A""a 4'uc" )" -l"s ) s-use -r"tre lacrm>

?Iart.7m.,!ra%ul meu,"u ma -(t c("t"ua aceast. ceart./Te u'esc
8reau s.m. m.rt cu t"e/Dar "u m. %r.'/

?Te %r.'esc,!u-. attea lu",)"ce-u el rtat/Dar )" t(cul 8(c
A""e,)" rece-t(r se au4 %lasul calm al "#rmere>

?Ierta$7m. c. m. amestec,!(m"ule N(rt*/Pace"ta mea "u ma
-(ate8(r'/Are -ulsul m.rt/C*em !(ct(rul/Al8" ( c(-le cu scu4e/Ca u"
-.c.t(s -us -e c."$.,se re-e4 la s-tal cu u"

'ra$ !e #l(r/Nu se -ermse s. "tre la A""a/Atu"c el trmse -r"tr7(
"#rmer.

'uc*etul cu u" 'le$el )" care ) 3ura u're,-r(m$"!u7 c. 8a #ace
t(t ce 8a !(rea/Ble$elul se term"a cu cu8"tele>&///=reteM
"u7m 8( ma am"t acest lucru,)"%erul meu,c"! te 8( 8e!eam"e/6" "c u"
ca4 "u 8reau s. te #ac s. su#er,!ar te r(%,-e"tru
Dum"e4eu,)"s.".t(ete7te ma re-e!e,-e"tru c. "u ma -(t tr. -".7"u 8e
8e" la L("!raca s. # cu m"e/Al t.u s"cer !e8(tat Al8"/Du-a ce A""a
) re8e" )"tr7att )"ct s. -(at. ct aceasta e-st(l.,se l"t )"acela
tm- a8u remuc.r c. 17a !e4am.%t -e Al8"/6"c. )l ma u'ea cre!ea

c. !est"ul e era 8a$a )" A"%la/6"s. era mrat. !erutat. !e -r(-ra
e reac$e la -r(-u"erea "eate-tat./ De ce"u 7a r.s-u"s !aDe ce "u 7a
-l.cut aceast. -r(-u"ere/ D(ar )l c("s!era -eAl8" !ealul e/Ce a
)m-e!cat7( A""a "u %.sea r.s-u"sur la aceste)"tre'.r/=rete,ast.4
este )"c. -rea sl.'t. ca s. a"al4e4e )" !etalu stua$a/Nusm$ea "mc
altce8a !ect sl.'cu"e/D(ct(rul ) !.!u me!came"te,( ('l%. s. a u"
s(m"#er/6"a"te !e a se cu#u"!a)" s(m",A""a ) s-use c. a -r(ce!at
c(rect,!e l7a =.cut -e Al8" s. su#ere/

Are )"tr7a!e8.r "e8(e !e aceasta c.l.t(re -e mare/Are "e8(e !e
tm- ca s.7-u". tre'urle la -u"ct s. se -re%.teasc. -e"tru "(ua
8a$./T(tul este )"re%ul.,se %"! ea/ 6 8a !a seama c. a a8ut
!re-tate a'a -este cte8as.-t.m"CAPITOLUL 9Al8" -lec./=rete,-.r.sea
Statele U"te ca )"8"%.t(r/ A""a )l )"cre!"$ase c.7a cucert ar. "ma
"u ma a8ea )"!(el/C*ar recu"(scuse #a$. !e El4a

T*ayer c. ) -are r.u !e re#u4ul !e a se c.s.t(r )" s-tal/
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6"a"tea -lec.r,Al8" era #(arte %r3ulu/A-r(a-e c. "u ma -leca !e
l"%. -atule/6"cerca s. #e 'l"!,ate"t/De el se )"!r.%(stser. !(u.
"#rmere/Aa )s-useser. acestea !(m"(are Pec2/=(t(%ra#a lu #.cut.
l"%. -atul A""ea-.ruse )" 4are/A!mrat(r ( asaltar. -e
A""a,#elct"!7( c. 7a %.st u"

-rete" att !e !e8(tat/0 c*ar El4a T*ayer care era )m-(tr8. ca
!7ra Pec2 s.re"u"$e la carer. !e !ra%ul lu Al8" N(rt*,)"ce-use s.
e4te/

?D(m"ul N(rt* m7a )"c"tat -ur sm-lu D(m"(ar. Pec2,t la ce
m.re#er,) !eclar. ea 4m'"!/0e4"! )" -at sm$"!u7se mult ma
'"e,A""ar!ea m-etu(s,lucru care ( 'ucura #(arte mult -e El4a/

?Ascult.,!ac. Al8" )"c"t. -e c"e8a,acel c"e8a 8a tre'u s. #u
eu@El4a T*ayer ) -ermse ar. s. 4m'easc./

?Dac. ar # s. 8(r'esc ser(s,a #(st #(arte 'u" cu m"e,!(m"(ar.
Pec2 ;7am

-lm'at cu el,c"! "u se !.!ea 8(e s. 8. 84te4e/;7a -l.cut #(arte
multc.l.t(ra !e !um"c. cu ma"a,c"! cu t"e au r.mas -.r"$/ E
)"alt,!ar arece8a !e '.e$el,"u7 aa E #(arte -l.cut E )"t(t!eau"a
att !e !rect

?Nu tu la ce te re#er,s-use A""a,!"! !" ca-/De are calt. !e (m
!e a#acer,u"e(r -are l-st !e a-.rare/Nu m7am !at seama -". acum ce
mult!e-"!e !e m"e/?O,!a,te !8"4ea4.,!(m" (ar. Pec2/T( tmasta/Su"te
u" cu-lu m"u"at/ A""a r.mase s"%ur. %"!urle e re8e"r. la Al8"/
Sal("ul era -l" !e

ca!(ur/Iar -e ( mc. 'r.$ar. !e aur erau %ra8ate cu8"tele>
&cu !ra%(ste"#"t./El a!usese u" cleu c(l(r/=(t(%ra#a #usese
)"t(t!eau"a *(''y7ul lu ( #(t(%ra#a a!ese(r -e A""a,)m-"%"! -atul
s-re #ereastr.,la lum"./A""a se %"! ('(st. c. u'rea "esc*m'at.
c(m-lme"tele lu ( #.cuser. s.( r(a%e -e El4a s.7 c(ma"!e u" 'let !e
8a-(r -e"tru L("!ra/6"t(rc"!u7se acas.,El4a 7a s-us c. "uma !at(rt.
cele'rt.$ A""e a reuts.7 re4er8e ( ca'". -e 8a-(rul care -leca !"
Ne+
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?;. %r.'esc !e alt#el )m -lace s. c("!uc re-e!e/ ;7e
#rc.,Al8"@str%.A""a/ O-rete@ O-rete@ Te r(%@ O s. "e -r.'um@
6"cerc. s. -u". m"a -e8(la"/El ( )m'r"c/6"t(rc"!u7se,A""a 8.4u
scl.rea !" l(r lu al' u"#(rm/m'etul se tra"s#(rm. )"tr7u" r"3et
)"%r(4t(r/

?Numa !(r"$ele mele au m-(rta"$.,aa c. tac.7$ %ura@ str%.
el/A""a ) am"t (cul -e care )l sm$se au4"! aceste cu8"te
8.4"!u7e5-resa ter'l. !e -e #a$a lu #rum(as./Durerea su'c("te"t.
trecu )" %r(a4.c"! ma"a mare al'. c.4u )" -r.-aste A""a ) au4
-r(-rul $-.t/"tul( l(8se )" #a$. c"! #usese aru"cat. a#.r. !"
ma"./0 !e(!at. ( #(r$."ecu"(scut. ) (-r c.!erea,( sus$"u/A""a
)"$elese c. ( $" !(u. m" -uter"ce!e '.r'at/Nu 8e!ea c*-ul acelu
(m,!ar ) au4ea 8(cea/Nme" !"tre cu"(scu$e "u 8(r'ea )" #elul
acesta/(cea era #(arte 3(as. -u$" r.%ut./Desluea

cu8"tele>?= tare,# tare,A""a,!ra%a mea/Te $"/Acum et )" a#ara
(rc.ru -erc(l/Se tre4 ,cu m"a tremur"!.,a-r"se 8e(4a/Era -l". !e
lacrm/6" u. st.teacamersta s-erat.,)m'r.cat. "uma )" *alat/

?Su"te$ '(l"a8. 7am au4t -l"%"!,s-use #ata -r8"!7( -e A""a/A""a
4m'ea !e3a/G.s 'atsta,) su#l. "asul ( -r8 -e Leta/

?Am a8ut u" 8s urt/De3a e t(tul )" (r!"e/Iart.7m. c. te7am
tre4t,s.rma".Leta/

?P(t s. 8. a3ut cu ce8aA""a se -urta )"t(t!eau"a '"e cu ea,ar
Leta se sm ea )"tr7( -(4 e -r8le%at. )"truct se a#la )" ser8cul u"e
la!y att !e sm-atce/6"s. A""a ) s-use s. -lece,)"t"4"!u7se -e -er".
) a-r"sc ( %ar. ca s. se calme4e/Ar # 8rut s. r!. !e ea )"s. !e
acest 8s/Ar # ( -r(ste s.7 #ac.

-r('leme/Dar acest acc!e"t 4m'etul ter'l !e -e #ata lu Al8"
#usese att!e ae8ea,)"ct A""a ) re8e" cu %reu/A-( )"ce-u s. se
%"!easc. c"e ar # -utut # acel '.r'at care ) 8e"se )"

a3ut(r/Ce -.cat c. "u 7a 8.4ut c*-ul@ Ce "tr%a"te su"t t(ate
acestea@ Iara-(,!u-. cte8a cl-e,se %"! ar. la Al8"/Cum s.71
)"8"uasc. -e"tru acest8s )" -lus,acesta "u se -urta "c(!at. ca )"
c(marul a8ut acum cte8am"ute/G"!"!u7se )" #elul acesta,a$- !m"ea$.
ut. a-r(a-e t(tul6" !ecurs !e !(u. s.-t.m" A""a -rm !(u. tele%rame
!e !ra%(ste !e la Al8" ( scrs(are &-ar a8(" -l". !e %"%.e
ate-tare/=ata se sm$ ar. )"culmea #ercr/E ( -r(ste s. se )"!(asc.
!e !ra%(stea lu Al8" !e -r(-rlee se"tme"te/ua -lec.r a #(st -l". !e
em($ trste$eP.r"$ a8eau !e %"!

s. mear%. e )" -(rt s. ( c("!uc./Dar A""a "u 8( s.7 lase s. #ac.
( c.l.t(re
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att !e lu"%. !e ('(st(are/Ultma !scu$e a8ut. cu tat.l e (
m*"se/Tat.l se -.ruse ('(st/A""a ta c. acesta su-(rt. cu %reu
!es-.r$rea/Cumama,#rete,t(tul a #(st alt#el/;ul$umt. !e !scu$a cu
A""a,!e #a-tul c. #cae -leac. )" s#rt s. se m.rte cu Al8",mama,ca
)"t(t!eau"a r.m.sese

"se"s'l. -ractc./Pe"tru Gus Halley El4a T*ayer,aceasta a #(st (
4 !ea!"c. trste e/ 6" -lus,a-.ruse #(t(%ra# ca s. #ac. -(4e cu !7ra
Pec2 -e"tru 4arele !e sear./El4a T*ayer ) ma%". ttlurle>
&E5tra(r!"ara stea !e c"ema re"u"$. la carer. -e"tru
c.s.t(re@

?O s. 8. trmt e5trase !" 4are,!(m"(ar. Pec2,(#t.
ea///?E5trase///'(m'." Gus/O,A""a se s"uc!e///re"u"$. la ( a"s. !e
aur/E ( #at.sm"tt.@6"s. A""a se sm$ea '"e l"tt./;area era l".
calm./Cerulauru/Nu ma 8.4use "c(!at. u" 8a-(r att !e #rum(s ca
&Atla"tc uee",cu

c(ul 8(-st )" %al'e" cu '(r!ul cu !u"% %al'e"e al'astre/Era u"
8a-(r"(u,#(arte m(!er"/A""a urc. scara cu 'uc*etele !e tra"!a#r,Gus
8e"ea )" urma e,c.r"! #l(r

-ac*ete,ar El4a T*ayer str"%ea su' 'ra$ -(eta al'. cu
'3uter/C*eul#(r#(tea !e (ame",!e -asa%er !e -rete" acest(ra/Pu"tea
era !e3asu-raa%l(merat./Ste+ar4 *amal um'lau )"c(ace )"c(l( -e
8a-(r/Peste ( 3um.tate !e (r. su-er'ul 8a-(r ) )"ce-ea a !(ua curs.
la L("!ra/Acestlucru ( )"c"ta "u -utea s. "7( em($("e4e -e (
-ers(a". att !e se"s'l. ca

A""a/?;. 'ucur c. )" l(c !e a8(" m7am !ecs s. #ac ( c.l.t(re -e
mare/A8(a"elesu"t rec a"("me,le s-u"ea ea -rete"l(r/D7ra T*ayer
!.!u !" ca-/Gus Halley 4m' -(s(m(rt/6l ru%ar. -e ste+ar! s.7c("!uc.
)" ca'"a !(m"(are Pec2/Ac(l( camersta ara"3a !e3a #l(rle/Erauatt !e
multe )"ct "u se -utea !escurca s"%ur. cu ele !e aceea ) (#er
cu

-l.cere aceast. )"!elet"cre secretare !(m"(are Pec2/Pe mas. era
u" tea"c!e tele%rame/O !e-e. ( em($("a )"tr7a!e8.r -e A""a/Era !e
la el/Drum

'u",!ra%a mea/) mul$umesc lu Dum"e4eu c. #ecare ml. -e care ( 8e
str.'atete 8a a-r(-a !e m"e Al8"/

?Nu7 %r(4a8e5clam. A""a/O'ra3 se )m'u3(rar.,ar (c* ) str.luceau
c"!ct aceast. tele%ram. cu %las tare/

?Gr(4a8@ se strm'. Gus/A"a )l '.tu u(r -e um.r>?Nu # r.u
Gus,!ra%ul meu/6"cearc. s. m. )"$ele% s. m. er / %"!e te7te cu
sm-ate la (mul -e care )l u'esc/El ) s.rut. m"a r(st>

?;. %"!esc la t"e )$ !(resc #ercre/
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?O,!(m"(ar. Pec2,"u tu ce ( s. m. #ac #.r. t"e@ s-use El4a
T*ayer 4'uc" )" -l"s,c.ut"! 'atsta )" -(et./Acum 8e" r"!ul A""e s.
-l"%./Ie"! !" ca'"a c("#(rta'l.,-lecar. la

'ar, Gus le -r(-usese s. 'ea ce8a tare/La 'ar ) ate-tau !e3a
a!mrat(r

#(t(%ra#/R.m.sese #(arte -u$" tm-/ B.user. !e3a ultma cu-. !e
am-a"e>=usese r(stt ultmul t(ast/Pa"%lca r(e #usese t.at.,A""a
urma s. -.r.seasc.Statele U"te/Pleca s-re L("!ra/6"t(rc"!u7se )"
ca'"a !e -e -u"tea 8a-(rulu,!e u"!e le #.cuse sem"e lu Gus El4e -".
c"! ) -er!use !" 8e!ere,A""a se sm$ (arecum

-ustt./Pr('a'l c. )"c. "u m7am )"s.".t(t !e t(t,se %"! #ata/Am
"e8(e !etm- s.7m re8" !u-. (-era$e/=.cuse -asul !ecs8,)" 8a a e
a-.ruse u" m(me"t crucal/T(ate acestea tre'ue luate )"
c("s!era$e/6"

-lus,!es-.r$rea,ur.rle,4%(m(tul sre"ele !" -(rt,atu"c c"!
&Atla"tcuee" -lecase %ra$(s la !rum )l -uteau tul'ura -e
(rc"e/A""a se sm$)"%r(4t(r !e s"%ur./A-artame"tul !e la ultmul eta3
#usese t(tu casa e/Ca'"a ar.ta m-ers("al./;are, #astu(as.,cu
lam'rur str.luct(are,cu lum"arem(!er".,cu m('l. #ur"rut.,cu st(rur
al'astre,#rum(ase, cu *use -estet(t/A""a se a-uc. s. cteasc.
'letele care )"s($eau 'uc*etele/T($ -rete" )am"tr. !e ea/0 4ec !e
(ame" -e care "u7 cu"(tea ) trmseser. #l(r -e"truc. le -l.cuser.
cum 3ucase/El4a 4'utse s. !es#ac. %eama"ta"ele/=(t(%ra#a lu

Al8" se %.sea !e3a -e "(-tera !e l"%. -at/Acest lucru (
calm./;er%e la (mulu't/P(ate tre'ue s. a'. )"cre!ere )" el,)" "(ua
8a$. m"u"at. care 8a # ma

'u". ma !em". !ect -rece!e"ta/C"e8a '.tu la u./I"tr. ste+ar!ul
e#/O -r8 )"c"tat -e #ata aceea#ermec.t(are )"c("3urat. !e
#l(r/.4use #lmele !(m"(are Pec2 %.sea c.este "mta'l./Ste+ar!ul )
(#er ser8cle ( ru%. s. su"e la (rce (r.,!ac.are "e8(e !e ce8a/6
)"t"se u" cart(" -e care era "!cat -r(%ramulrestaura"tulu ) -r(-use
s. a-ele4e la #u"c$("arul care r.s-u"!ea !e se#ul

-e"tru -.strarea lucrurl(r -re$(ase/A-( a!.u%.>?Secu"!ul 8.
"8t. la el la mas./A""a )l asculta -e ste+ar! cu s"cer"teres,-e"tru
c. era )"t(t!eau"a ama'l. cu (ame","!#ere"t !e statutul s(calal
acest(ra/Aceast. attu!"e ) atr.%ea sm-ata "ecu"(scu$l(r/

?Secu"!ul C"e e?O,!(m"(ar.@ A8em ( "(8a$e -e 8as@ Ste+ar!ul
r(stse acest cu8"t !e-arc. s7ar # m"!rt !e e!uca$a lu/Aceast.
"(8a$e a #(st "tr(!us.,lac(m-a"a &U"(" Castles &Atla"tc a
-reluat7( cu -l.cere/Secu"!ul e u" #el

!e al !(lea c.-ta",care are %r3. !e -asa%er/
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?Nu am ma au4t !es-re aceast. #u"c$e,s-use A""a
"tr%at./?C.-ta"ul =arrell se !escurc. e5cele"t/A a8ut mare succes
)" cursul ult;elcurse !" L("!ra c"! a )"ce-ut s. lucre4e cu "(/E
amerca",!(m"(ar.,"uE"%le4/

?P(8est$7m ma )" am."u"t !e acest %e"tlema"/C("!uce t(ate
!strac$le !e-e 8a-(r?Nu,"u7 c*ar aa !(m"(ar. Pec2/De se (cu-. !e
(r%a"4area l(terl(r,aserl(r !a"sa"te,)" tm-ul curse e secu"!ul
c.-ta"ulu R(yce,c(ma"!a"tul8a-(rulu/O,cre! c. l7am 8.4ut -e c.-ta"
-e -u"te atu"c c"! am urcat/Are

'ar'a c.ru"t./Dar cum arat. c.-ta"ul =arrell?E u" %e"tlema"
"teresa"t,cu e5cele"te state !e ser8cu/?Are 'ar'.

?Nu,!(m"(ar. Pec2,r.s-u"se ste+ar!ul 4m'"!/E -rea t".r N7are
"ctre4ec c"c !e a"/

?Cre! eu c. e )"tr7a!e8.r #(arte t".r,s-use A""a/ Ca t(ate
-ers(a"ele cea'a a8eau )m-l"$ !(u.4ec !e a","u -utea rece-ta alt#el
aceast. c#r./

?Orcum,!(m"(ar.,( s. 8. -lac. c.-ta"ul ;el =arrell/?;elCe,e u"
"ume cre t" Cum se scre?Cu /e !(m"(ar. Pec2/ 6"tr7a!e8.r e u" "ume
rar/Sm$"! "teresul !(m"(are Pec2 #a$. !e ec*-a3, ste+ar!ul )
!escrse -e

celal$ (#$er/Nr 1 7 !(m"u H(%art*/Nr/F 7 !(m"ul Perce/ Nu71 ut.
"c -ee#ul meca"c,c.rua t( ) s-u"eau e#ul/ A""a )" elese c. ;el
=arrell este

!(lul ste+ar!ulu R(m"ey/C.-ta"ul =arrell este u" 'u" s-(rt8 a c
t%at a"ul trecut cam-("atul Statulu Ne+
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!e -r8rle t"erl(r/Se !use la ca'"a !e tra"smsu" ) trmse
l(%(!"culue ( tele%ram./&)m -are r.u c. "u -(t s(s ma
!e8reme/Te u'esc,A""a6" tm-ul -r"4ulu secu"!ul "u7 #.cu
a-ar$a/C"e8a ) s-use A""e c. acesta8a # (cu-at -". c"! 8a-(rul 8a e
)" lar% 8a r.m"e -e -u"tea !e

c(ma"!. l"%. c.-ta"ul R(yce/De aceea,)" tm-ul -rme mese ser8te
la'(r!ul 8asulu,A""a "u71 )"tl" -e acel (m cu u" "ume att !e
'4ar/T(tul !ecurse #(arte -l.cut/La masa -e"tru (as-e$ !e ("(are
e!eau a-te(ame",ar scau"ul %(l )l ate-ta -e secu"!/A""a era
c("s!erat. ( -ers(a".m-(rta"t. #usese "8tat. ac )m-reu". cu al$
c.l.t(r -r8le%a$/Ac era!rect(rul c(m-a"e !e 8a-(are &Atla"tc,sr
Al#re! Ty"!all cu s($a,u" cu-lusm-atc,c.ru"t ,!u-. -.rerea A""e,cu
u" e5cele"t sm al um(rulu/Ace ta recu"(scur. c. "u au4ser. !e
ea,)"truct "u mer% "c(!at. la c"emat(%ra#/Dar

se 4ce c. !7ra Pec2 e u" starA""a se %r.' s. "e%e,s-u""!u7le c.
mer%e laL("!ra ca s. se m.rte s. !e8". ( %(s-(!". ('"ut./C"! c"e8a
"tr. )" 8(r'. cu A""a !str.%"!u7 ate"$a sr Al#re! ) (-ts($e>

? K"e7m. ma str"s,Cecly/A ma 8.4ut 8re(!at. aseme"ea %e"eLa!y
Ty"!all '(m'." !re-t r.s-u"s>

? P(art.7te cum tre'ue,Al#re!, )"cearc. s. "u u$ c. et c*el a
-(!a%r./Dar ea #u !e ac(r! c. !7ra Pec2 e #(arte #rum(as./

A""e ) -l.cur. a-r(a-e t($ c(mese",cu e5ce-$a u"e !(am"e %rase
!"Statele U"te,cu "umele !e #ame O-e"!(r#/ D(ct(rul care e!ea )"
!rea-ta e )(-t c. !(m"ul O-e"!(r# este u"ul !"tre ce ma m-(rta"$
-r(!uc.t(r !e

'rla"te !" J(*a""es'ur% ,!e aceea,ar # !e ate-tat ca la %tul
!(am"eO-e"!(r# s. a-ar. c$8a &'(l(8a" c"! 8a c('(r) la c". )"
t(aleta c(m-let./B.r'atul "ec.s.t(rt !e la mas. se -re4e"t. ca
Be"e!ct Sellers &S-u"e$7m -ur sm-lu Be" Era u" '"ecu"(scut
4arst !" L("!ra/Era )"alt,usc.$8,a8ea8re( F !e a", ( clae crl("$at.
!e -.r 'l("!/Be" -urta (c*elar cu ram. !e

c(r"/Nasul )" 8"t %ura mare )l ur eau/Dar 4m'etul -l.cut re4er8a
me"s. !e st(r 'r#e !e -e =leet Street )l #.ceau "teresa"t Nu7 ma
-utea !e4l-(c* !e la A""a ) -r(msese c. 8a scre !es-re ea cu ma5mum
!e#a"te4e/Ea )l -re8e" )" %lum. c.,!ac. 8a !e#(rma a!e8.rul,8a #
"e8(t. s. !ea4arul )" 3u!ecat./

?Dar ce este a!e8.rul )"tre'. el 4m'"!/?=a-tul c. !(m"(ara
Pec2,!e8e""! !(am"a O N(rt*,"u se 8a ma )"t(arce"c(!at. -e
-lat(urle !e #lmare/D(am"a !" Statele U"te ) cul urec*le (

-r8 -e A""a cu cur(4tate/ Era #(arte %ras. se su#(ca mereu/Pe
'(r!ul
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8asulu !e3a crcula 48("ul c. -(art. -eruc. a8"! ca-ul a's(lut
c*el,ca u"'al("/Pre4e"$a -eruc era e8!e"t./6" -lus,)"tre'u"$a -rea
mult #ar!/0 t(tu#a$a e -.rea 'l"!./A""e ) era ml. !e ea/Cum -(ate (
#emee care are at$a

'a" s. se "e%l3e4e att !e mult se )"tre'a ea/Et"a O-e"!(r# a8ea
cel mult

c"c4ec !e a",!ar ar.ta ma )" 8rst. cu t(ate '3uterle t(aletele
e#astu(ase/A""a 3ur. )" s"ea e c. 8a $"e )"t(t!eau"a re%m 8a #ace
s-(rt

-e"tru a7 -.stra slueta,ast#el )"ct s.7 -lac. lu Al8" "!#ere"t
!e 8rst./D(am"a O-e"!(r# "tr. )" 8(r'.>

?Am au4t "umele lu Al8",sau "uma m s7a -.rut?Da,e l(%(!"cul
meu/;. c.s.t(resc cu el,r.s-u"se A""a/?U" '.r'a$ au "(r(c,a!.u%.
%ala"t sr Al#re!/0 ce "(r(c@ '(l'(r(s Be"e!ctSellers/D(am"a
O-e"!(r# s-use !u-. ce7 trase su#letul>

?E5tra(r!"ar@ Al8" N(rt* e -rete"ul lu Sm("/S($ul meu a l(cut !(
a" laJ(*a""es'ur% "e7am )"tl"t la cte8a rece-$/Acum )m a!uc am"te
c. m7as-us c. 8t(area lu s($e s(sete )" cur"! la L("!ra/a tre'u
s.7l $"e$ !"scurt,!(m"(ar. Pec2/

?Nea-.rat,rse A""a/?;. tem c. !(m"ul N(rt* 8a tre'u s. #e #(arte
-recaut,s-use Be"Sellers,aru"c"!u7 A""e ( -r8re e5-res8./A""a se
ut. la !(am"a O-e"!(r#>

? . r(%, -(8est$7m !es-re Al8"/ ;. 'ucur c.71 cu"(ate$/

D(am"a O-e"!(r# se a-uc. s. !escre )" am."u"$me ultmul 'al !e
laJ(*a""es'ur% la care )l 8.4use -e Al8"/ 6l l.u!a #(arte
mult/Dscu$a u(ar. atm(s#era -rete"(as. !e la mas. ( #.cur. -e A""a
s. se smt.

'"e/ Du-. -r"4 se !use )" ca'"a e ca s. se (!*"easc., !e se
sm$ea multma '"e !ect atu"c c"! se !es-.r$se !e -rete" )" -(rt/;a
tr4u, )" sal("ul !e stcl. !e -e -u"tea su-er(ar., '.u cea/ C$8a
(ame"( recu"(scuser. ) cerur. aut(%ra#e/ 0 t($ c(- care erau -e
8a-(r seae4aser. la r"! -e"tru aut(%ra#e/

Be" Sellers ( c("!use -e A""a la ( scurt. -lm'are -e 8a-(r/ 6
-(8est !es-re4arstc. ) e"umer. t(ate 'r#ele care a-.ruser. !e3a -e
8as /A-( 8e" tm-uls. #ac. ( 'ae s. se -re%.teasc. -e"tru c"./Pe la
(ra a-te se #.cu #r%/)"ce-u s. 'at. 8"tul A""a alese ( r(c*e
ma%r(as.,!" m.tase %rea !e cul(are %r/Ar.ta #(arte ele%a"t. cu
ea/Pe-t.""!u7

-.rul r(cat,)l a!u". )"tr7u" c(c -e cea#. se #ar!. ast#el )"ct
(c* ) -.reauma cur"! 8er4 !ect ce"u/A""a )"tr4ase -u$" "tr. )"
restaura"t c"! '.tuse !e3a %("%ul -e"tru c"./

Sal("ul ) -l.cu #(arte mult/Pere$ !ec(ra$ cu ta'l(ur ale u"(r
-ct(r
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c("tem-(ra",scau"e al'e ta-$ate,st(rur cu !u"% al'e
r(,lum".relectrce cu a'a3urur #am(ase -e mas./ Pe estra!a mc.
(rc*estra c"ta (mel(!e le"t./ Atm(s#era era e5cele"t./A""a se
a-r(-e !e mas., e#ul !e sal. se %r.' s.7 (#ere scau"ul,ar Be"e!ct
Sellers se r!c. salut"!7(/

0 acum,-e"tru -rma !at.,A""a se -(me" #a$a )" #a$a cu
secu"!ul=arrell/Acesta e!ea la l(cul lu,!ar se r!c.
el,)"cl""!u77se/

?Bu". seara,!(m"(ar. Pec2/?Bu". seara/;. tem c. am )"tr4at,)
r.s-u"se ea 4m'"!/?Nu cerem -u"ctualtate !e la !(am"e,s-use el
!re-t r.s-u"s/?De ('ce su"t -u"ctual./?Atu"c su"te$ -r('a'l ( #emee
"e('"ut.,"tr. )" 8(r'. !(m"ul Ty"!all,care e!ea !e3a la mas./Pr8
sem"#cat8 la s($a lu/Aceasta cl.t". !" ca-/

A""a )"cerc. s.7 c("ce"tre4e ate"$a asu-ra me"ulu -e care 71
(#er u"c*el"er,)"s. c("te"t4a !(ar -re4e"$a lu ;el =arrell ma ales
8(ceaacestua/6"tr7( cl-. ) am"t u"!e ( ma au4se/Era 8(cea r.%ut. a
(mulu !"8s/D" acel c(mar,)" care Al8" c("!ucea ma"a care se -r.'use
)"

-r.-aste/Atu"c c*-ul sal8at(rulu ) #usese ascu"s/Acum se -.rea
c. )l 8e!e/;el =arrell,)m'r.cat )" u"#(rm. al'.,era -u$" ma scu"!
!ect Al8",!ar malat )" umer/Sac(ul scurt -a"tal(" strm$ !" -"4. !e
" ) 8e"eau #(arte

'"e lu ;el =arrell/A8ea -c(are lu"%,48elte,ar %ulerul scr('t al'
era )"

c("trast cu -elea lu 'r("4at./A""a se mr. remarc"! )" -.rul lu
scurt !escte8a #re c.ru"te/Dar aceste #re se arm("4au #(arte '"e cu
(c* lu al'atr/6" #a$a A""e era u" (m -uter"c/Oc* ) erau t(t tm-ul
la -"!.,sem!esc*/Era u" (#$er !e mar". t-c/Ste+ar!ul R(m"ey s-usese
c. este "tel%e"t/A""a remarc. me!at aceast.caltate/6 !.!u seama c.
;el =arrell "u l.sa s.7 sca-e "mc/Acesta ( -r8eacu ate"$e/

? ;. 'ucur s. 8. salut la '(r!ul 8a-(rulu "(stru/ D" -.cate,"7am
-utut s. 8.!

&=ata s.rac.,mc.,'(%at. c"! a rulat -e ecra"e/6"s. am 8.4ut
multe #(t(%ra#!e ale !um"ea8(astr.,!(m"(ar. Pec2

?O,c*ar aa )"tre'. ea/?Cum 8. -lace #rum(sul "(stru 8a-(r
&Atla"tc uee" ,c("t"u. cu ( 8esele-u$" #(r$at. ;el =arrell A""a
se %"! c. e -u$" "er8(s/?E u" 8a-(r e5cele"t/Ar tre'u s. 8. m"!r$
cu el/?Des%ur c. m. m"!resc,s-use ;ell =arrell 0 c.-ta"ul "(stru se
m"!rete/
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?Ce '"e c. e5st. u" asem"ea (m -recum c.-ta"ul =arrell se "s"ua
)"!scu$e !(am"a O-e"!(r#,care,aa cum era !e ate-tat str.lucea !e
mul$mea

'rla"tel(r,!e "me" "u se %.tse )" m(! s-ecal -e"tru c".? O,e
#(arte '"e ac,s-use A""a,sm$"!u7se 8ul"era'l. "es%ur./

?Nu 8e$ ma s-u"e aa c"! 8e$ !esc(-er ce (r%a"4at(r -r(st su"t/ .
8(('l%a s. #ace$ ceea ce -(ate "7( s. !(r$,s-use ;el =arrell/A""a
)"cerc. s. -r8easc. me"ul,remarc"! c*el"erul care )"c. ma
ate-tac(ma"!a e,)"s.,)" l(c !e aceasta,se -(me" ar. -r8"! )" (c*
al'atr asecu"!ulu/Scur%erea tm-ulu -arc. se (-rse/ Atr"a )"tre !(u.
lum> cea )"care tr.a ( alta,real.,-e care )"c. "u ( cu"(tea/Iar
-e"tru ;el =arrell,A""a era -ur sm-lu ( musa#r. m-(rta"t.,-e
caretre'ua s7( !stre4e/;el ('(sse )"%r(4t(r !" -rc"a #lu5ulu !e
cele'rt.$ care

c.l.t(reau cu 8a-(rul -e care lucra el/ Nea-.rat se %.sea 8re(
#etca". #.r.-erec*e,care )"cerca s. se cu-le4e cu el/Se )"8.$ase s.
#e e5trem !e-(ltc(s,!ar "c(!at. "u mer%ea ma !e-arte/ Numa ( !at. )
tr.!ase aceast.re%ul.,!ar "u se 8a ma re-eta@

Nu sm$ea "c u" #el !e "teres #a$. !e A""a/Starurle !e c"ema
actr$ele,ma"ec*"ele sau #emele #rum(ase !" )"alta s(cetate,-e"tru
;el eraut(tu"a/Aceast. )"c.rc.tur. atr.%.t(are tre'ua tra"s-(rtat.
!"tr7u" -(rt )"tr7altul/O )"c.rc.tur. !e care 8a tre'u s. a'. %r3.
)" tm-ul !rumulu/Aceasta era

mu"ca lu/&Las.7le s. #e #ercte,!ar "u )"cerca s. c("#u"4
mu"ca cu se"tme"tele,at. ces#at ) !.!user. camara4 ma )" 8rst.,c"!
)"ce-use s. lucre4e )" aceast.#u"c$e/;el =arrell se -urta )"
c("sec"$.,!ar a!esea re%reta c. se le%ase la ca-cu &Atla"tc
uee" care7 (#erse aceast. mu"c. ce sem."a att !e -u$" cuser8cul !e
(#$er !e mar"./0 !(ar a8ea !-l(m. !e c.-ta"/Act8tatea lu 7(c("s!era
lec.real. "utl. -er!ere !e tm-/La tre4ec !e a",;el era cel ma t".r
-(ses(r al !-l(me !e

c.-ta"/6"t(t!eau"a !(rse s. ,c(ma"!e u" 8a-(r a8ea !e %"! s.
('$". acest-(st la s#rtul a"ulu/D" #ercre,C(m-a"a !e 8a-(are
&Atla"tc )sc*m'ase -(ltca !e3a )"ce-use s. "umeasc. )" #u"c$ !e
c.-ta" (ame"t"er/O#$er -recum R(yce,care a8ea c"c4ec !e a",erau trm
!e3a la

-e"se/=(arte -(s'l c. -e"tru c.-ta"ul 8a-(rulu &A!a"tc uee"
aceasta eraultma curs./Lu ;el se !.!use a )"$ele%e c. 8a -rm #u"c$a
!e c.-ta",!arma )"a"te este "ecesar s. lucre4e u" a" )" caltate !e
secu"!,su'(r!(""!u7se)" m(! !rect lu R(yce,-e"tru ca la "e8(e s.71
-(at. )"l(cu/C"! ;el
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)"cercase s. re#u4e s-u""! c. "u7 )"c*-ue cum ar -utea s.7
!stre4e -e-asa%er ceasur )" r,#u"c$("ar c(m-a"e 4'uc"r. )" rs/?Et
u" '.at sm-atc,;el/Tutur(r le -lace #(rma ta s-(rt8./O s. te
!escurc@Prma curs. cu &Atla"tc uee" !ecursese cu '"e, !e ;el
sm$ea c. "u se

-(tr8ete aceasta mu"c. )"truct a8ea ( -ers("altate !e!u'lat.
c*ar !ac. "u-rea mult/Putea s. -ar. 8esel,"teresa"t,-utea s.
sm-at4e4e a-are"t -e(ame" care,!e #a-t,"u71 "teresau !el(c/Da"sa
'"e/Era u" am#tr("e5cele"t/Putea #ace -e (rc"e s.71
)"!r.%easc./6"s. e5sta u" alt ;el -e care "u71 ta
"me"/Pr(#u"!,ser(s,"teres"!u7se!e #l(s(#e,meta#4c. mu4ca
sm#("c./De'arc"! -e $.rm,;el )"t(t!eau"amer%ea la (-er. la
c("certe/A8ea )" ca'". u" -c27u- cu )"re%str.r !e Bac*
Beet*(8e",lucru care -r('a'l le7ar # mrat "es-us -e #etele care
c.l.t(reau

-e 8as/Acest(ra le -l.cea 3a44ul,mu4ca !" #lme erau s%ure c.
c.-ta"ulu=arrell ) -lac aceste %e"ur/A!ese(r se ae4a la -a" c"ta
aceste mel(!/Dec e5stau !( ;el/U"e(r c("#lctul !"tre aceta )l rta
#(arte mult/0t(tu,c"! s-(rt8ul 8esel -re#eratul -u'lculu
ct%a,cel.lalt,"telectualul;el,r.m"ea )" -er!ere, atu"c se #.cea
ru"e !e s"e/CAPITOLUL ;el =arrell se ".scuse cu tre4ec -atru !e a"
3um.tate )" urm. )" statul

C(""ectcut, )"tr7( mc. cl.!re !e -atr., !e la #erestrele c.rea
se !esc*!ea u"e5cele"t -esa3 !e -.!ure/ Casa a-ar$"ea 'u"culu -e
l"e mater"./Tat.l, care lucrase )" #l(ta c(mercal., murse -e mare
c"! ;el era )"c. u"c(-l/ Sla8. D(m"ulu, -.r"$ mame ( a3utaser. s.7
creasc. c(-lul/ Bu"cul,me!c -e"s("ar, a8ea ( a8ere !estul !e mc.,
!ar su#ce"t. ca s.7 -(at. !a"e-(tulu s.u ( e!uca$e
-(tr8t./Str.7str.'u"cul lu #usese -a"st -r(#es("st !.!use c("certe
)" t(at.Eur(-a/ Ne)"!(el"c !e la acesta ;el m(te"se tale"tul
mu4cal/

Nu s7ar -utea s-u"e c. '.atul a8usese ( c(-l.re "e#erct., !e
sm$se multl-sa tat.lu/ Da"a =arrell,mama lu, era ( #emee cu
3u!ecat. s.".t(as. !eaceea se str.!use ca #ul e s. "u #e -rea
al"tat/ ;el a8ea marea )" s"%e , )"mem(ra s($ulu e, !(am"a =arell
!ecsese c. #ul e 8a c.lca -e urmele tat.lu/Du-. m(artea -.r"$l(r e,
Da"a =arrell se mutase la -er#era Ne+
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8a-(are/ T(ate acestea, #rete, )l #ermecau -e '.atul )" 8"ele
c.rua cur%eas"%e !e mar"ar/6"s. ( "e!re-tate mama lu ;el #.cuse
t(tu/6 u'ea #ul !e,m(!el !e

-ractcsm #"!,"u 7( ar.ta "c(!at./T(t tm-ul )"s. ) "tr4ase
e8(lu$a

tale"tulu mu4cal/;ame ) -l.cea #(arte mult s-(rtul/Naul mculu
;el,-rete"cu tat.l lu,era el -as("at !e s-(rt "u7 sus$"ea atrac$a
s-re mu4c./0t(tu '.atulu se -ermsese s. a lec$ !e -a",)"s. se
"ter4sese cate%(rc s.a lec$ !e ca"t( sau s. -(r"easc. -e urmele
str.7str.'u"culu/Nu,*(t.rsemama,;el tre'ue s. !e8". mar"ar
s-(rt8/Crescuse s.".t(s !" -u"ct !e 8e!ere #4c re"u"$"! la 8sele !e
a #acecarer. artstc./A's(l8se c(le%ul )" care -rmse ( e!uca$e
#(arte 'u"./;elct%. t(ate -remle s-(rt8e -e care le 8sase mama
lu/D(am"a =arrell se

c.s.t(rse a !(ua (ar. c"! ;el )m-l"se (-ts-re4ece a"/Tat.l s.u
8tre% erau" c.-ta" )" retra%ere )"c. 8re( !( a" 7a ac(r!at a3ut(r
materal acestut".r care 3ust#ca t(ate ate-t.rle mame lu/;el !.!u
e5ame"ele "ecesare cur"! e )" lar% )" caltate !e su'(#$er al
c(m-a"e &Atla"tc/Ac era )"c.8e mem(ra tat.lu s.u/0 !e aceea ;el
se 'ucur. !e succes cu uur"$./Atla"tc a8ea re-uta$a u"e 'u"e c(m-a"
a"%l(7amerca"e re4sta cusucces la c("cure"$a #.cut. !e c(m-a" ma
-uter"ce ma !e succes,cum ar #&U"(" Casteles/

Trecuse !e tre4ec !e a",8a$a -e mare ) -l.cea !e se sm$ea ma '"e
-e$.rm,!e(se'"!u7se -r" aceasta !e c(le% s./Nc(!at. c("ce!ul "u
)"sem"a

-e"tru ;el ceea ce )"sem"a -e"tru celal$ 7 -etrecer la
"es#rt,#ete 8areteu/Pe"tru el acestea erau 4le -l"e,care ) !.!eau
-(s'ltatea s. ascultemu4c. 'u". a c.re l-s. ( sm$ea -e mare Aa
a-.ruse -asu"ea care u"e(r )lc*"ua ca ( "(stal%e sau ( c*emare a
str.'u"l(r/C.r$le ser(ase -e care le$"ea )" ca'". ) mrau
)"t(t!eau"a -e -rete" s.,(#$er care -re#eraur(ma"ele e#t"e/

;ul$ se %"!eau c. ;el =arrell e #(arte cu!at/Dar el "c(!at. "u
-ermteaeulu s.u "ter(r s. r.4'at. -rea mult )" a#ar./Dac. -e '(r!ul
8asulu sau )" altl(c se (r%a"4a u" 'a"c*et,;el se 8eselea la #el !e
mult ca celal$/

Nu a8usese "c ( #at. !e(se't. -". c"! !e8e"se a3ut(r !e secu"!
-e u"ul!" 8a-(arele 8ec* ce crculau s-re Statele U"te/Cu #etele
!a"sa,le s.rutau"e(r,!ar "c u"a !"tre ele "u )"sem"ase "mc/0 at. c.
a-.ruse Le("(r/Era ( amerca"c. !e !(u. (r c.s.t(rt. !e !(u.
(r!8(r$at. ;el "7a reut s. a#le c"e a #(st "$at(rul !8(r$ulu,ea sau
s($ul

e/Nu ma )"tl"se #eme !e acest t- #usese -ur sm-lu (r't Le("(r
se
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!(8e!se ( #at. e5-erme"tat.,8esel.,#rum(as. ) cucerse -e t($
'.r'a$ !e-e 8as/C"! ;el ) -ermtea s. 7( am"teasc. -e Le("(r,( 8e!ea
st"! al.tur!e el la masa #est8./Atu"c,)" -rma sear.,se %"!se c. "u
a ma )"tl"t (#emee att !e #rum(as./

Cursa #usese -e tm- !e ar"./Le("(r era )m'r.cat. cu ce8a !"
st(#a !el".,a8ea u" c(ler 'r.$.r !" turc(a4 )"t(t!eau"a se
)m'r.case cu acel c !ecare su"t ca-a'le "uma amerca"cele/ P.rul
"e%ru !es ) era tu"s scurt/ ;ulttm- -.ruse c. este !e aceea 8rst.
cu el,a!c. !e !(u.4ec ase !e a"/A-(;el a#lase c. era cu 8re( 4ece
a" ma mare/ 6"s. Le("(r ) c("ser8ase #(arte

'"e slueta su'$re ca a u"e #et$e/Te"ul "u ) era #(arte #","asul
) era -u$" '(rc."at,)"s. te cucereau !e )"!at.(c* e umt(r !e
#rum(,s-r"ce"ele "e%re,!re-te %ura mare,%ata )" (rce

cl-. s. r!./ (cea e str!e"t. ( tr.!a ca #"! !" Ne+
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e5-resa '4ar. !e -e c*-ul e,c"! ) #.cuse aceast.
-r(-u"ere/Le("(r )lm"%ase -e ('ra4 cu !e%etele '%use>

?Et u" ama"t sm-atc/Dar "u sc(sese "c u" cu8"t !es-re
c.s.t(re,)-r(msese c. 8a 8e" la el )" ca'". !u-. ce t($ -asa%er se
8(r culca/

=rete,era "ter4s,!ar -e ;el "u71 !era"3a acest lucru/;cu$a Le"y
)"c.lca eacu -l.cere re%ulle/S-re sear.,u" ste+ar! ) a!use u" 'let
)" care Le"y se

-l"%ea c. "u se smte '"e ) -r(mtea c. ( s. se )"tl"easc. cu
el!m"ea$a,c"! 8a-(rul 8a a"c(ra )" Ha8a"a/Pe ;el )"ce-use s.71
!(ar. ca-ul ,-e"tru c. )" ca'"a lu "u %.s "c m.car (as-r".,se !use
la me!cul 8asulu s. a ( ta'let./;e!cul !e -e 8as era u" "s(r%"ar !"
statul Ne'rasca,-rete" cu ;el/Erau !e aceea 8rst./B.t"! la u.
"eau4"! r.s-u"sul,;el a-.s. cla"$a u -r8 )".u"tru )" #a$a (c*l(r
(

8.4u -e re4st'la Le("(r,)"tr7( -3ama al'. !e m.tase/St.tea
culcat. -e-at/Al.tur era !(ct(rul, el )" -3ama/Pe s-.tarul scau"ulu
atr"a *alatul e,-e"(-ter. era ( stcl. !e am-a"e !esc*s. !(u.
cu-e/Ama"$ se *(l'ar. la ;el/El se #acu al' ca 8arul la
#a$.,str"sese -um" )aru"c. Le("(re u" cu8"t ce ( #.cu s. sar. )"
-c(are/Dar #emea ) -er!uses%ura"$a !e s"e "uma -e"tru ( cl-./Se
)"t(arse s-re !(ct(r ) s-use r4"!>

?D.7 u" calma"t,!ra%ul meu/S.rma"ul -arc. ar )""e'u"
c*aracum/Pr(stule,a utat s. )"c*4 ua@

D(ct(rul '%ua "te scu4e,)"s. ;el 4' ua ct -utu !e tare,se
)"t(arse )"ca'". se tr"t -e -at/Lumea se ru"ase )"$elese ce #emee
era Le("(r/6 eracu!. c. #usese -r(stt@Le("(r "u )"cerc. s. se
)"tl"easc. cu el/;el "u -rm!e la ea !ect u" 'let>Iart.7m. c.
te7am !e4am.%t !ra%ul meu ama"t !ar te'ua s. te matur4e4 tu (
!at./Nu7$ #e cu!. -e mcu$a Le"y care te7a a3utat s. te #ac (m mare/
C*ar "u)"$ele% c. a # #(st -rea !e m(!. 8ec*e s. )"c*eem "tr%a
"(astr. cu (c.s.t(re T(tul a #(st -l.cut !ar eu "u am luat -(8estea
"(astr. )" ser(s aa

cum a luat7( tu/ Dac. 8re s. t a!e8.rul,"u am "c u" #rate la
J(*a"se'ur%/;er% s. m. m.rt cu u" %r.sa" sm-atc ml("ar,care )m 8a
!.ru u" 'rla"tct ( -ru"./ ;ul$umesc -e"tru cl-ele -l.cute/;cu$a
Le"y/6"cu!at ;el ru-sese )" m !e 'uc.$ #(aa !e *rte le aru"c.
-este

'(r!/6m-"se !e 8"tul -uter"c,acestea 4'urar. !e-arte,)m-r.t"!u7
ultmelelu4/Nu7 -urta -c. !(ct(rulu/B.r'a$ a3u"ser. re-e!e la u"
a"umt "8el !e)"$ele%ere rec-r(c. c*ar -utur. 8(r' !es-re Le("(r
!estul !e ru D(ct(rul) re-et. s#atul> e tm-ul s. se
matur4e4e/
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? K"e7te ct -($ !e !e-arte !e #emele -e care le 8e4 -e
8as/Pr(stu$ule,)"lume su"t m !e Le("(re cu ct !e re-e!e 8e )"$ele%e
aceasta,cu att ma

'"e Des%ur,e5st. #ete 'u"e/!ar tre'ue s. te -rce- s. le %.set/
Le"yseam.". cu u" ar-e E #(arte sm-atc.,!ar 8e""(as.///

Du-. aceea ;el 7( ma%"a )"t(t!eau"a -e Le("(r ca ( trt(are
"ea%r.,care )luc!ea cu )"$e-.tura e 8e""(as./6"c. ma sm$ea -e 'u4e
s.rutarea m(r$/6"s., )"ce-"! cu cursa urm.t(are,!e8e"se ma ate"t ma
ra ("al/Nc(!at. "u se ma )"!r.%(stse )"cerca s. se c("8"%. c. "u se
8a c.s.t(r "c(!at./6" #eme "u -( a8ea )"cre!ere/Succesul la #eme )
-r(!ucea ( sats#ac$e amar. c("t"$a #a-tulu c. -e (rcare ar #
-utut7( c*ema cu !e%etul/Dar "c(!at."u #.cu acest %est/De8e"se ;el
care ) ascu"!ea cu %r3. se"tme"tele )"!.r.tul#armeculu
e5ter(r/Pr8rea (c*l(r lu )"tre!esc* , "e)"cre4.t(r,le #.cea -e

#emele care !(reau s. #lrte4e cu el s. "u se smt. )" a-ele l(r/E
a!e8.rat c.-(-ulartatea lu "u sc.!ea !" aceast. -rc"./U" aseme"ea
;el )"tl"se ast.4 starul !e c"ema A""a Pec2/R.m"ea

-(ltc(s )"!at(rt(r c*ar atu"c c"! ) 8e"ea s. cate/Dscu$a era
sus$"ut. )" -r"c-al !e la!y Ty"!all,!(am"a O-e"!(r# )"s#rt,;el '.%.
!e seam. c. !(m"(ara Pec2 "u este 4%(m(t(as.,"c"sste"t.,-are ulut(r
!e calm.,c*ar )"c*s. )" s"e/6 -use -(ltc(s ( )"tre'arecu -r8re la
carera e ea ) r.s-u"se c. a re"u"$at la aceasta/

?Dar ce,#ata &s.rma".,mc. '(%at. a !e8e"t )"tr7att !e '(%at.
)"ct )-(ate -ermte s. as. la -e"se )" t"ere$eA""a )"ce-u s. r!./;el
se %"! ar. c. arat. "er8(as. tul'urat./Am"t"!u7 !e (-era$a !e
a-e"!ct. su-(rtat. !e !(m"(ara Pec2 7 lucru!es-re care scrsese )"
4are !e care )l )"t"$ase meca"cul e# H(%art* 7 ;else %"! c. #ata
este -rea #ra%l. -e"tru aceste )"cerc.r/

?. 3ur c. su"t s.rma"a,mca,s.rma"a #at.,r.s-u"se A""a/Dar m7am
!ecs c."7are r(st s.7m -er! tm-ul ate-t"! urm.t(arele -r('e/Aceast.
8a$. "u e

-e"tru m"e/?Atu"c -(8est$7m care 8a$. e !e !um"ea8(astr. R(st"!
aceste cu8"te,el) aru"c. acea -r8re re4st'l. cu care !u-. atta tm-
!e lucru cu -asa%er se)"8.$ase s. uc!. ca !"tr7u" -st(l
a!e8.rat/

?;er% la L("!ra s. m. m.rt,) s-use sm-lu A""a/Acest r.s-u"s att
!e #resc )l mr. -e ;el )l #.cu s. !(reasc. s. #e ma

-rete"(s/?C*ar aa e!e$, "u tu "mc !es-re 8a$a -ers("al. a
starurl(r/
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. r(% s. "u7 s-u"e$ acest lucru c(ma"!a"tulu meu, ca "u cum8a s.
m.!e'arce -e $.rm/

?De #a-t, "u )"$ele% !e ce u" (#$er !e mar". tre'ue s. #e la
cure"t cu 8a$a-ers("al. a starurl(r !e c"ema/ 6" -lus, "u 8reau ca
lumea s. 8a!. )" m"e !(ar

u" star/ Nc lu Al8" "u7 -lace/?Al8", re-et. secu"!ul/ E
l(%(!"cul !um"ea8(str. A""a !.!u !" ca-/?Dec mer%e$ la L("!ra s. 8.
c.s.t(r$ cu acest "(r(c(s6"a"te ca A""a s.a-uce s. r.s-u"!., )"
!scu$e se '.%. !(am"a O-e"!(r#/

?Ce "teresa"t, c.-ta"e )l cu"(sc -e Al8" N(rt*/O, 8(r # u"
cu-lue5tra(r!"ar, s-le"!!/

?Nu m. )"!(esc, c("t"u. ;el/C"a se term"./=arrell sc(ase u" -(rt
$%aret ) (#er A""e ( *a8a"./ Ea ( lu., sm$"!u7se uurat./ T(at.
seara #ata se sm$se

#(arte suresctat./ (a s. #ume4e/ ;el ) )"t"se 'rc*eta a-r"s. ea
)l -r8ar. )" (c*/ Oc* lu "u s-u"eau "mc/ Dar, c"e te !e ce, se
-.rea c. )

-.tru"! -". )" "m., A""a )"ce-u 'rusc s. tremure, %"!"!u7se #ar.
8(ec. ) -lace c.-ta"ul =arrell/6" -r(#u"4mea (c*l(r lu lc.rea ce8a
)"tu"ecat/6"s. !e )"!at. ce )"ce-ea s. 8(r'easc., ) am"tea 8(cea !"
8s/// )"$ele%ea c.se c(m-(rt. cu!at, !ar "u -utea #ace "mc/ ;e
remarc. -e !e%etul!(m"(are Pec2 "elul !e l(%(!"./R!c"!u7se !e la
mas. A""a sc.-. -(eta 3(s/ ;el 7( r!c. 7( )"t"se/

A'a acum ) !.!u seama ct e !e %ra$(as./Tala #".,)"c"s. cu u"
c(r!("lat,-.rea %ata s. se #r"%./=rete,tre'ue s. se
)"s.".t(easc./;"u"atul e -.rr(cat e ast#el a!u"at -e s-ate )"ct
!esc(-er. s-le"!!a l"e a #ru"$ (8alul#e$e/0 ce (c* are@&Iu're
8.! )" (c* la ea,ct. el )" %"!/07"el.cu",m"cu". %rea/ P.cat !e

'.r'atul cu care se c.s.t(rete/Oare -este ct tm- )l 8a -.r.s ca
s. se )"t(arc.-e -lat(ul !e #lmare )" s#rt,)"m(rm"tarea lu,%r3a
lu/C*ar la aceast. !eec"c. se (-r ;el )"tre'"!7( cu 8(ce tare -e
!(m"(ara Pec2 !ac. "u 8rea (

ca#ea/De ('ce ca#eaua se ser8ea )" sal("ul cu -ere$ !e stcl. !e
-e -u"teasu-er(ar.,u"!e )" cur"! tre'ua s. )"cea-. s. c"te
(rc*estra/

?Da,mul$umesc 'eau ca#ea/Nc(!at. "u7m strc.
s(m"ul/?E5cele"t,s-use ;el/Nu tre'ue s. 8. -ermte$ ceea ce 87ar
-utea -r(8(ca"s(m"/S(m"ul,s(m"ul cel ma a!"c/)" 'e4". care (ame"
ca!

?&Ce care au )" su#let a!,term". A""a str(#a/;el #.cu (c*
mar/Ie )"urma e/;ul$ )"t(rceau ca-etele, recu"(sc"!7( -e actr$./
Dec, )l ta -eC(ler!%e@ De(!at.,;el )"ce-u s. recte>
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&C"! 8"e 8remea s. m. culc,Nu7"%e"u"c*e4 -recum u" -ru"c,Nc
ru% luD(m"ul "u7 r(stesc,C s-rtul m7l )m'l"4esc,Pl" !e cre!"$. 8s.r
Cu(c*7"c* s-re !e-.rt.r & Acum/era r"!ul A""e s.71 -r8easc.
cur(as.

-este um.r/Ge"ele e lu"% tres.rr./

? E5tra(r!"ar,c.-ta"e =arrell/Ce 8ersur 8. am"t /@Dar
&Le%e"!a '.tr"ulu mar"ar a lu,C(ler!%e m s7a -.rut )"t(t!eau"a
ter'l./

? ;e )m -lace -e"tru c. (!at. (!at. 8( !e8e" eu )"sum
'.tr"ulmar"ar,s-use ;el/A""a se sm$ ma l"tt. s-use 4m'"!/

?Numa s. "u s-u"e$ c. 8e$ # &"ert sur! la r.u,ca la
'"e///=.r. s. 8rea ;el #luer. )"cet/

?Bra8(@ . salut@ ;"a lu 48c" s-re c*-u/Su"te$ s"%ura #at. care
te -e!e r(st &Le%e"!a '.tr"ulu mar"ar/

?;7a -l.cut #(arte mult )" c(al.,!ar m7a -r(8(cat )"t(t!eau"a
trste$e,(#t.A""a/;a ales 8ersurle care 8(r'esc !e marea lu
s"%ur.tate )" marea )"#urat./;el !.!u !" ca-/

?T(cma !e aceea -re$ua s(m"ul/6" aceste (re se ut. t(ate
!e4am.%rle/=arrell se %"! c. ar # -utut s. a!au%e c. el,(!at.,era
ct -e ce s.7 )"ece!e4am.%rea )" mare,atu"c c"! )l tr.!ase #emea
u't./;.rul %ust(s (#ert !eE8a se !(8e!se 8erm."(s/

?P(e4a -lace la -u$" (ame",s-use A""a/Ct$ !es 8ersur

?=(arte rar,!ar )"tr7u" tm- m7au -as("at t(arte mult/? -e
m"e/Dar acum ce -re#era$/?D(m"(ar. Pec2,"u cre! c. asta 87ar
"teresa/.4"! ''l(teca mea,!e('ce (ame" se !au tre -a )"!.r.t )"ce-
s. m. crea!. u" (m -lctc(s/

?Nu cre! c. -ute$ # c("s!erat -lctc(s/?;. cu"(ate$ -rea -u$",4m'
el/?Dar a 8rea s. 8. 8.! c.r$le s.7m #(rme4 ( -.rere
-ers("al./?Cur"! 8( (r%a"4a ( mc. rece-$e cu c(ctelur/ De ('ce,)"
tm-ul

cursel(r,eu c.-ta"ul "e lu.m la )"trecere )" -r8"$a (r%"alt.$
re$etel(r/Dac.,#rete,"u a8e$ "mc )m-(tr8a c(ctelurl(r///

?De #a-t,"u 'eau/Aceast. a#rma$e )l um "es-us -e
=arrell/6"t(t!eau"a se -.ruse c. stelele !ec"ema 'eau, )"c. mult/6"
urm.t(arele 4le 8a a#la multe lucrur umt(are!es-re A""a se 8a
c("8"%e c. ea "u seam.". !el(c cu -.rerea lu !es-restarurle !e
c"ema/6" sal("ul acesta erau scau"e #(arte
c("#(rta'le/Pasa%er#lec.reau '"! ca#ea/A""a ) -(8est !es-re
Al8"/;el se -re#.cea c. este #(arte

"teresat,!e st(rle A""e !es-re l(%(!"cul e se -.reau
-lctst(are/
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T(tu,acest lucru "u71 )m-e!c.,!u-. term"area !scu$e,s. a3u"%.
lac("clu4a c. !(m"(ara Pec2 este )"trut(tul su-(rta'l. ,)" -(#!a
ate-t.rl(rlu,"u este e%(st. !el(c/Prete5t"! c. este ('(st.,A""a se
retrase )" ca'"a e/Du-. ce #um. )" -at

ultma $%ar.,A""a,ca !e ('ce,) s.rut. 8r#urle !e%etel(r at"se cu
ele#(t(%ra#a !e -e "(-ter.,r(st"!> &N(a-te 'u".,!ra%(stea
mea/ =.cea acest %est)" #ecare sear. !" 4ua l(%(!"e/&Atla"tc
uee" )"a"ta s%ur -e el )" a-ele calme/6" a-a "ea%r. a m.r,ca
"te

'rla"te se re#lectau stelele 8er/S(m"(r(as.,A""a se %"! c.
acesta c.l.t(re-r(mte s. #e -l.cut./G"!urle A""e re8e"r. la
c.s.t(ra e "(r(c(as./Nu "e8(m !es-.r$ -". la m(arte s-use ea cu
8(ce tare,st"! culcat. )" -at,cum"le su' ca-/

Dar "u reu s. a!(arm./Aerul m.r ar # tre'ut s. ac$("e4e ca u"
s(m"#erceea ce t(tu "u se )"tm-l./A""a se %"! c. )" ultmul tm- ) e
#rc. s.a!(arm./Du-. acel c(mar,"u se ma sm$ea )" a-ele e/6 am"tea
cu %r(a4.e5-resa #(r(as. !e -e c*-ul lu Al8"/=rete "u -(ate # aa )"
8a$./6"s.,!es%ur 8sul "u a #(st !el(c -l.cut/A-( acel %las care (
l"tea, %lasulu"u "ecu"(scut care ( -r"sese -e #at. la tm- (
str"sese la -e-t/A""a a-r"se 8e(4a )"ce-u s. -r8easc. #l(rle
ara"3ate -r" ca'"./Nu,"u se

-(ate %"! t(t tm-ul la #a-tul c. 8(cea aceea !" 8s seam.".
#a"tastc !e mult

cu 8(cea secu"!ulu !e 8as/0 t(tu,)" -(#!a !(r"$e e,%"!urle
!es-re ;el=arrell se "s"uar. )" su'c("te"t/

CAPITOLUL Q6" -(rtul Las Palmas, &Atla"tc uee" #ace s"%ura
escal. !" !rumul s.u !e la

Ne+
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urm.rea cu "sste"$. -e A""a/ Aceasta "u71 -utea su-(rta/ C.ut"!
cu (c* u"l(c u"!e s. se ascu"!., remarc. s"%ura cale !e sc.-are, (
scar. cu 'alustra!e !e

'r("4 !easu-ra c.rea atr"a "scr-$a> &I"trarea "ter4s.,
)"$ele%"! c. a a3u"s-e -u"tea !e c(ma"!.,A""a se )"t(arse s.
c('(are, !ar )"tre ea s(arele

str.luct(r a-.ru u" (m cu u"#(rm. al'./ Era secu"!ul/ Oc* (
-r8eau cur.ceal. se8ertate/

? Bu". !m"ea$a !(m"(ar. Pec2/ Scu4a$7m., !ar -asa%erl(r le e
"ter4s s."tre ac/

?0 ce se 8a )"tm-laC.-ta"ul R(yce m. 8a -u"e )" la"$ur, !ac. "u
8(c('(r)

?Nu cre! c. 8a # c*ar att !e "e-(ltc(s cu !(m"(ara Pec2, !ar 8.
8ac("!uce "ea-.rat 3(s/ Acela lucru tre'ue s.7l #ac eu, s-use ;el
cu r.ceal./

C"e te !e ce A""a se sm$ 3%"t./ ?Nu 8. !era"3a$, c.-ta"e
=arrell/C('(r s"%ur./A tre'ut s. urc ac,ascu"4"!u7m.///

? A, ce "teresa"t@ . ascu"!ea !e a!mrat(r? Nu tre'ue s.7 m-uta$
u"e act"$e c. are a!mrat(r/ 6" -lus, -re#er s. #u( sm-l. !(m"(ar.
Pec2,care )" 8t(r 8a # !(am"a N(rt*/

?Scu4a$7m., s-use ;el/ ;e "u7m 8"e s.7m ma%"e4 c. 8e$ !e8e"
(sm-l. %(s-(!". !" L("!ra/ Nu -rea 8 se -(tr8ete///

?P(t s. 8. )"tre' ce m se -(tr8ete;el ( stu!a -e #at./ Nu a8ea
!e %"! s.7 s-u"., !ar se -.rea #ermec.t(are, )"tm- ce ma3(rtatea
#emel(r "u ar.tau -rea '"e !m"ea$a/O!*"a !e tre 4le -e mare #.cuse
!e3a m"u"/Oc* A""e str.luceau m"u"at,)" tm- ce te"ul c.-.tase (
"ua"$. aure/ =ata #.cea -la3. 'ae )" #ecare 4/;el ) a!mra a!esea
tru-ul t".r, s-le"!! )" "te '2" a4ur/ A""a se -.rea( statue aure/
P.rul !es crl("$at ) era le%at cu ( -a"%lc. al'astr. aceast.c(a#ur.
( #.cea s. seme"e cu ( a!(lesce"t./ 6"tr7a!e8.r )"#l(rea/ 0 )"
-lus, "u

se ma sm$ea )" ea acea suresctare care #usese att !e e8!e"t./
Blu% strm$,al'atr trc(ul !e 'um'ac ) 8e"eau #(arte '"e/

? 6" (c* me 8. as(ca$ cu ( #(t(%ra#e t-.rt. )" t(ate 4arele/
Da"sa$ lae"e$a, -e -ar!(seala !e marmur. a u"u -alat )"tr7( r(c*e
lar%., cu ( #l(are )"

-.r/ E5tra(r!"ar@?A,cu// s-use ea r("c/Nu su"t aa,a #(st !eea
-r(!uc.t(rulu Cre!ea c. )"#elul acesta 8rea s. m. 8a!. -u'lcul/

?0 eu a-ar$" -u'lculu care 8. a!mr./Aceast. #ra4. ( rt./ Acum
A""a )l

cu"(tea ma '"e -e secu"! "u7 -l.cea c"! ( m.%ulea/
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?Su"te (mul cel ma "es"cer -e care l7am )"tl"t e5clam. ea/ 0 "u
cre! "c u" cu8"t !" t(t ce s-u"e /

?C*ar aa )" 8(cea lu se sm$ea ( u"!. !e r("e,ar (c* al'atr
r!eau/ Cere-uta$e@ ;. m*" /

?Nu tre'ue s. 8. m*"easc. ceea ce 8. s-u" eu/ La!y Ty"!all,
!(am"aO-e"!(r# t(ate #etele #rum(ase !e -e 8a-(r c("s!er. c. su"te$
u" ca!(u!8" (#ert #emel(r/Ac su"te$ (mul cel ma -(-ular/Acum
)"$ele% !e ce a #(st"8e"tat. acaest. #u"c$e !e lucru cu -asa%er/A
#(st creat. s-ecal -e"tru!um"ea8(astr./Pe"tru ( cl-.,;el se
e"er8./Era ('"ut cu a!mra a se5ulu sla' se )"tl"ea #(arte rar cu
aseme"ea r("e/ Cu8"tele A""e )l sc(seser. !"s.rte/

?E5cele"t@ Atu"c tre'ue s. "e )"$ele%em u"ul -e altul/ Su"tem
(ame"

-(-ular,!e eu su"t aa #.r. 8(e/A""a ) rec.-.tase 'u"a !s-(4 e
era %ata !e atac/

?O,c.-ta"e =arrell@Cre! c. 8("$a !um"ea8(astr. "u s7a )m-(tr8t
-reamult/Pur sm-lu,8. sc.l!a )" a!mra$a #emel(r/;el se a-r"se
-e"tru ( cl-.,c*ar -er4"!u7 sm$ul um(rulu/

?Nu a8e -rea mult s-rt !e ('ser8a$e/Tre'ue s. 8. )m-rumut (
carte !e -s*(l(%e/?Da,# ama'l 8. r(%/Ar # %r(4a8 !ac. la s(srea la
L("!ra a -utea s. 8. -u"

u" !a%"(stc,ca u" -s*atru -r(#es("st/Bu4ele lu erau ct -e ce s.
lases.7 sca-e cte8a cu8"te tar/Sc( "!u7 casc*eta,;el ) terse
tra"s-ra a !e -e #ru"te 7( -use la l(c/A""a 8e!ea c. 17a
e"er8at,!ar "u7 #.cea

-r('leme/ D" -rma cl-. ;el a8ea ( "#lue"$. stra"e asu-ra e/="! (
"atur. se"s'l.,#ata reac$("a '(l".8c(s la t(ate )"$e-.turle
lu/6"$ele%ea c. t(ate c(m-lme"tele sem"ele lu !e ate"$e "u
)"seam"."mc,c.,!"tr7( -rc". "ecu"(scut. ( !s-re$ue te -(ate ma mult
!ect -e celelalte #eme/A""a remarcase ct !e s"cer !e calm se -urta
=arrell cu (

-asa%er. )" 8rst.,'(l"a8. !e artrt.,-e care ( a3uta s. a3u"%. la
e4l("% (c("!ucea )"t(t!eau"a -". la mas./La #el !e 'l"! ate"t era
cu c(-,a c.r(rmam. '(l"a8. "u eea !" ca'"./C(- se sm$eau ,s"%ur
a8eau "e8(e !es-r3"/;el se )"%r3ea !e e )" #el c*-/Dar !e ce )
strc. e -erma"e"t l"tea!" su#let6"tl""!u7se ma ales la mas.,!scutau
multe lucrur/U"ele teme erau"teresa"te -e"tru am"!(/Pe ;el )l mrase
"teresul #ete -e"tru mu4caclasc./6" -lus,!"tr7( !scu$e,a#lase c.
A""a are )" c(lec$e multe !" !scurle

care ) -l.ceau lu/
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?Dar 8t(rulu !um"ea8(astr. s($ ) -lace mu4ca)"tre'ase el
(!at./A""a #usese "e8(t. s.7 s-u". c. Al8" este "!#ere"t la
mu4c./;elremarcase>

?O@Aceasta este cea ma mare %reeal. a !um"ea8(astr./Trmte$7
(

tele%ram. s-u"e 7 c. ru-e rela$le !-l(matce/Oame" care au (
attu!"e ser(as. #a . !e mu4c. "u tre'ue s. se c.s.t(reasc. cu
cec.r(ra mu4ca "u le

-lace/?7a -utea )"tre'a !ac. a #(st 8re(!at. c.s.t(rtDe aceea 8.
c("s!era$ s-ecalstEl rse/

?T(ate s($le mele ) !8"4ea4. -e ce tre Bcare su"t 4e
me>Bet*(8e",Bac* Bra*ms/Bra*ms@Ce mult ) -l.cea Bra*ms@
Brusc,A""a )l)"tre'ase !ac. are )"re%strarea c("certulu !e
Bra"!e"'ur%, care e )

-l.cea #(arte mult/;el r.s-u"se a#rmat8 ( "8tase s. asculte
!scul )"ca'"a lu,)"s. A""a "u -r(#tase !e aceast.
"8ta$e/O!at.,!scut"! cumeca"cul Perce,a#lase c. ;el este u"ul !"tre
ce ma 'u" (#$er ac(m-a"e,c. "u este c.s.t(rt c. are re-uta$a !e
cel'atar c("8"s/

?6"!.r.tul su-er#calt.$ lu a-are"te se ascu"!e ( a!e8.rat.
s"certate,("m. 'u". m.r"m(as.,!(m"(ar. Pec2,a!.u%ase Perce/A""a se
%"!se c. "7ar # r.u s. !stru%. #armecul -re#.cut -(lte$ea e5ces8.a
secu"!ulu/6"tr7( sear. #rum(as.,cu -u$" )"a"te !e a a3u"%e la
Las

Palmas,-asa%er !a"sau -e -u"te,su' clar !e lu"./A""a e!ea al.tur
!e '.r'(sul c.-ta" R(yce c"! ;el ( "8tase s.!a"se4e/6"$elesese c. (
l.sase la urm./Sm$"! ( em($e '4ar.,se a%.$ase !em"a c.-ta"ulu
R(yce>

?;a '"e ma stau !e 8(r'. cu c.-ta"ul,8. mul$umesc/C.-ta"ul )
#.cuse cu (c*ul secu"!ulu>

?Ame$esc !e t(t,!ac. ma c("t"u !scu$a cu !(m"(ara Pec2/Dac. 8re
s.!a"se4,;el/

?=rete c. 8reau,s-usese ;el/A""a "u -utea s. recu"(asc. -e l(c
c. ;el!a"sea4. '"e,(rc*estra "ter-reta &c*a7c*a7c*a,!a"sul care
A""e ) -l.cea#(arte mult lu Al8" "u7 eea "c(!at./=ata sm$se c.
)m-reu". cu ;el semc. su'(r!(""!u7se u"u rtm "ter(r/Nu !scutaser.
"c )" tm-ul !a"sulu"c !u-. aceea/A""a se temea s. -r8easc. )" (c*
lu ;el/Se temea c. acesta8a strca t(tul cu ( %lum. r("c/P.rea c. el
)"$ele%ea se"tme"tele "u se%"!ea !ect la !a"s/ Dar mu4ca se
term"ase/O#t"! a!"c,A""a !.!use !(ar!" ca- la "8ta$a lu ;el !e a ma
!a"sa ( !at. c('(rse/6" "(a-tea aceea "u

-utuse s. !(arm./Or. !u-. (r.,A""a se c*"ua s. se %"!easc. la
Al8",!ar
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mereu ( urm.reau c*-ul 8(cea lu ;el =arrell,!a"sul l(r t.cut
se"4ual/6"s#rt,)"$ele%"! c. (rcum "u 8a -utea a$-,a-r"sese
8e(4a/=um"! $%ar. !u-. $%ar.,A""a se )"tre'a !e ce smte t(t tm-ul
-re4e"$aacestu (m/Nu e #rum(s #a$. !e Al8"/Dar lu ;el ) !e8e"se
a-r(-at./

Prete"a l(r e8(luase cu ( 8te4. #a"tastc./Dscu$le,care a!esea
sem."au cu "te lu-te 8er'ale,) tul'urau )" m(! cu!at

-e am"!(/Cur"! A""a )"$elesese c.,)"!.r.tul su-er#calt.$
a-are"te,seascu"!e u" alt ;el/U" (m care te st(ra,ar*e(l(%a,artele
) -l.ceau aceleata'l(ur -e care )"t(t!eau"a A""a ) !(rse s. le
a'./6" (rce (ra s7ar # a#lat,el84ta c(lec$le !e art./

?P.cat c. "u su"t '(%at "u am cas.,s-u"ea ;el/ ;ar"ar "u7 -(t
-ermtes. c(lec$("e4e ta'l(ur/

?Du-. "u"t. 8reau s. c(lec$("e4 ('ecte !e art.,recu"(scuse
A""a/P". acumam #(st -rea (cu-at./Am )"cercat s. #ac carer.,!e,la
!re-t 8(r'"!,"u -rea8(am/Am -er!ut !e3a atta e"er%e atta tm-/

?Aceasta e cea ma mare %reeal. a %e"era$e "(astre,s-use
;el/C*eltum -reamult tm- -rea mult. e"er%e -e"tru lucrur !e care
"me" "u are "e8(e/Am"trle acest(r !scu$ ( #.cur. -e A"" s. a3u"%.
la ( !ee care ) strc. !et(t 'u"a !s-(4$e/ ;er%e ca s. se
c.s.t(reasc. cu Al8"/6"sa acesta "ustr.luce te !" -u"ct !e 8e!ere
"telectual/Atu"c !e ce 17a ate-tat atat !e mult

cu atta "er.'!are De ce s7a )m-(tr8t tutur(r )"cerc.rl(r #.cute
!e GusHalley care 8(a s7( #ereasc. !e acest %est #atal

Nereu"! s. a$-easc.,A""a e!ea -e mar%"ea -atulu se uta la
#(t(%ra#alu Al8",)"cerc"! s.7 -r(8(ace tul'urarea -l.cut. ('"ut./Nu
4'utse/G"!urle se )"t(rceau -erma"e"t la ;el/Era ( "e'u"e cu (
s.-t.m".)"a"tea "u"$,s. se )"!(asc. !e !ra%(stea e/Ast.4
!m"ea$.,)"tl""!u7se #a$. )" #a$. cu ;el =arrell,A""a recu"(scu
cuam.r.cu"e c. #armecul lu Al8" se !estram.,!s-are/

6"t(rc"!u7 s-atele (#$erulu,A""a )"ce-u s. c('(are scara/;el se
a-lec. -este'alustra!.,-etrec"!7( !" -r8r///?C('(r$ )"cet/Tre-tele
-(t # lu"ec(ase/?E )" (r!"e,) s-use ea/0 t(tu,-e ultma
trea-t.,alu"ec. c.4u !estul !e -u$" %ra$(s -e -u"tea !e4"c/6"tr7(
cl-. ;el #u l"%. ea ( lu. )" 'ra$e/Pe"tru ( secu"!.,A""a se l- !e
;el ) sm$ m"le -uter"ce,)l -r8 )"(c*/Parc. ar # trecut ( sc"tee
-r"tre e/Acest lucru ( s-ere -e #at.

,)m-"%"!u71,se a-lec. %r.'t. s.7 #rece %e"u"c*ul l(8t/
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?;ul$umesc/Acum t(tul e )" (r!"e,'%u ea/Ge"u"c*ul e )"tre%/;7am
l(8t!(ar -u$"/;el ( -r8ea cu !u(e/S(arele ) -re#.cuse -.rul casta"u
)"tr7(casca!. aure/

?A8e$ u" -.r e5tra(r!"ar,s-use el !e(!at./C(m-lme"tul #.cut
)"tr7u"

m(me"t att !e "e-(tr8t ( #.cu -e A""a s.7 r!ce (c*/Se -re%.tse
s.-are4e,!ar,c"e te !e ce,)"ce-u s. r!./? ;ul$umesc/?6m am"t$ !e
Rta He+e"t/?E -rete"a !um"ea8(astr.?A 8rea eu/ 6"t(t!eau"a m s7a
-.rut ma atr.%.t(are !ect t(ate starurle !ec"ema/

?I"clu4"!7( -e !(m"(ara Pec2,s-use A""a #rec"!u7 %e"u"c*ul
l(8t/

;el ) stu!e cu ate" e -c(rul,-ul-a #".,"el.s"! s.7 sca-e u"%*le
r(4 ce se 4.reau -r"tre curelele sa"!alel(r/Ner.s-u"4"!u7 la
%lum.,( )"tre'./

?Pute$ mer%e sau s. 8. !uc eu )" ca'".?=rete c. -(t,se sca"!al4.
ea/0 "u 8. #e team. "u 8( ma a-.rea "c(!at.-e -u"tea !e
c(ma"!./?Su"t s%ur c. 8e$ # "8tat. !e c.-ta"ul R(yce )"a"te !e
term"areac.l.t(re/

?;ul$umesc/La re8e!ere/A""a se r.suc -(r" !" l(c,)"cerc"!
s.7

-.stre4e !em"tatea/Dar %e"u"c*ul ( !urea ( #.cea s.
c*(-.te4e/;el (str%.>

?Su"te$ s%ur. c. t(tul e )" (r!"e?A's(lut@ ) aru"c. A""a -este
um.r/=ata !s-.ru !" cm-ul lu 84ual ;el ) mut. -r8rea s-re '.rcle
care secl.t"au c*ar l"%. '(r!/ Ct8a tm- ascult. 8(cle "sste"te ale
-utl(rl(cal"c care )"cercau s. atra%. ate"$a -asa%erl(r/Orct.
e5-ere"$. ar # a8ut ;el cu #emele,"u -utea s. "u )"$elea%. c.
se

!(8e!se -rea 8ul"era'l/ Cu u" tremur 'rusc,) am"t cl-a c"! (
r!case -eA""a )" 'ra$e/P.rul e &e5tra(r!"ar,cum )l "umse,)
at"sese ('ra3 )sm$se mr(sul !e(se't/6 -l.ceau -ar#umurle u(are ura
ar(mele!e"se,%rele,!e care se )"c("3ura O-e"!(r# #emele !e t-ul
e/;el recu"( tea c. A""a Pec2 t(t ce a8ea le%.tur. cu ea se !(8e!ea
a # "e('"ut !e atr.%.t(r/Dar ce #el !e (m este (are Al8"
N(rt*J(s,)" ca'"a e,A""a ) #reca cu ( l($u"e %e"u"c*ul l(8t
,r!c"!u7se !e -escau",sm$ c. !urerea ) trece tre-tat/0 ea era
#(arte em($("at. "u -utea uta

sc"tea care trecuse -r"tre ea ;el/Ce str"s ( )m'r.$ase@
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[email protected] se str(- -e #a$. cu a-. rece/Aceast. stua$e era "(u.
-e"tru ea/=ata )"cerca s.7 sc(at. !" ca- acest&t(t,!ar "u -utea
ca s.7 (r!("e4e %"!urle s. se calme4e/6 c(m-use (tele%ram. lu
Al8"/A""a )"$ele%ea c. )"cearc. s. "tre cu el )"tr7u" c("tact

s-rtual ca s.7 reca-ete acea se"4a$e !e c(mu"u"e -e care rela$a
e cu ;el=arrell ( su'm"a cu atta "sste"$./a%a )"$ele%ere a acestea
ac(-erea t(t mamult ataame"tul e !e alt.!at. #a$. !e Al8"/6"cerca
s. se c("8"s. cu)"c.-.$"are>

?6l u'esc/6l u'esc !e mult/Dar aceste cu8"te "u ma )"sem"au
"mc/Pa"cat.,c(m-use tre tele%rame,le ru-se !use la ca'"a !e
tra"smsu" -e a

-atra/&;7am a-r(-at cu -atru 4le !e t"e/Am em($
#a"tastce/A""a/Ie !" ca'". cu 'u4ele str"se cu ( aseme"ea e5-rese
!e *(t.rre )"#-t. -e

#a$. )"ct -.rea c. ) s-u"e>?Numa aa@La masa !e -r"4 ;el "u
a-.ru/6"a"tea s(sr la Las Palmas a8ea multe tre'ur!e ser8cu/A""a
8(a s. !ea m-resa c. "u 7a remarcat a'se"$a,!ar t(t -r8ea)"s-re
scau"ul %(l/A-r(a-e c. "u asculta #lec.reala lu Be" Sellers
'r#ele!(am"e O-e"!(r# )" tm-ul 4le se a!usese ( tele%ram. !e la
Al8"> &Cu ctte a-r(-,cu att )m et ma !ra%. eu am em($/Al t.u
Al8"/Aceste cu8"te ( #.cuser. s.7 #e ru"e/Rectse tele%rama )"cerc"!
s. se

c("8"%. c. Al8" e !ra%(stea "m e,ar 8surle ;el =arrell "u
aum-(rta"$./CAPITOLUL Du-. )"c. -atru4ec (-t !e (re,Atla"tc uee"
-arcursese 3um.tate !"!rumul -". la L("!ra/lele !e8e"eau t(t ma
c.l!ur(ase/T"erele #eme um'lau -e -u"te )" c(stum !e

'ae r(c* u(are/Psc"a era t(t tm-ul -l"./Du-. "(-$le )"stelate
urmau

4le s-le"!!e #am(ase/Pe -u"te se !a"sa/Era ( atm(s#er. !eal.
-e"tru#lrturle care "u l-sesc !" "c ( c.l.t(re -e mare/

Nu era tm- !e -lctseal./Pe 8as se )"tm-la -erma"e"t cte
ce8a/Erau multe#lme,c("certe/Oame" )" 8rst. ca s($ Ty"!all !7"a
O-e"!(r# -uteau 3uca

'r!%e/Te"s !e mas.,aru"carea "elel(r,3(cur se (r%a"4au -e"tru
t"eret/;aerau c("cursur !e tra%ere a #u"e/Aceast. mul$me !e !strac$
( (r%a"4ac(mtetul creat !e ;el =arrell A""a #usese "8tat. s.
-artc-e,!ar re#u4ase

-rete5t"! c. 8rea s. #e s"%ur./0 )"tr7a!e8.r,)"t(t!eau"a e8tase
lumea/Pe"tru

u" 'ac c("sste"t,ste+ar!ul ) %.sea u" c(l$(r l"tt,u"!e
"stalat.
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c("#(rta'l )"tr7u" e4l("%,r.m"ea "e('ser8at. "me" "u (
!era"3a/Ac )-etrecea multe (re c*ar -ur sm-lu st.tea la
s(are,mu$umt. c. se 'r("4a!" ca- -". )" -c(are/Era u"a !"tre acele
#eme r(cate cu -elea #(arteal'.,care -uteau s. se 'r("4e4e #.r. s.
l se 3u-uasc. -elea/Se sm$ea s.".t(as.

-uter"c./) !.!ea seama c. "e%rea$. 'r("4ulu ( #ace ma
#rum(as./O%l"!a) m.rtursea c. -ur sm-lu )"#l(rse !u-. -atru7c"c 4le
!e (!*". la s(are,)"aerul m.r/0 t(tu A""a "u reuea s. a3u"%. la
acea l"te su#leteasc.,-e care 7( !(reaatt/Nc ( aut(*-"(4.,"c u"
e#(rt !e 8("$. "7( -uteau #ace s.71 ute -e ;el=arrell/=ata "u ta ce
smte acesta #a$. !e ea,!ar '."ua !e3a c. se"tme"telesale
a!e8.rate,secu"!ul le ascu"!e )"!.r.tul 8esele a-are"te,a -(lte$e
aarmulu/T(tu la mesele !e -r"4 ;el era ma -u$" ate"t cu A""a/D" tm-
)"

tm- c(me"tarle lu caustce -.rerea lu #a$. !e se5ul sla' a-.reau
-rea cue8!e"$.,ceea ce ( rta -e A""a/Cte(!at. se sm$ea 'rusc
m*"t.,sm$"!u7secu t(tul "!#ere"t./6" cea !ea asea 4 a c.l.t(re,;el
=arrell (r%a"4. )" ca'". u" 'a"c*et cuc(cteulur/Erau aa !e mul$
"8ta$ atta 4%(m(t,)"ct A""a ) am"t !erece-$le !e acas./Se
-lctsea/6" s#rt,am#tr("ul se a-r(-e !e ea -r"mul$me ) )"t"se ( cu-.
!e am-a"e/

?;ul$umesc/B.utura aceasta "u7 !e m"e,) r.s-u"se ea !estul !e
rece/

?Dar r(c*a st. '"e -e !um"ea8(astr.,!ac. -(t s.7m -ermt
aceast.)"!r.4"eal.@ ;el 4m'ea semmster(s,semsarcastc, A""a se
)"tre'. ce 7( #8e"t cu acest c(m-lme"t/Era )m'r.cat. cu ( r(c*e
al'.,strmt.,cu u" !ec(lteu lar% -e s-ate,care )!e48.lua 'r("4ul
auru ) su'l"a tala su'$re/T(aleta era e5cele"tc(m-letat. !e cerce
cu -erle "e%re/T(t !" -erle "e%re era c(lerul care ))"#.ura !e !(u.
sau !e tre (r %tul/Ple(a-ele le rmelase cu um're 8er4,ar

'u4ele erau la #el !e r( ca -.rul/C"! ;el ) (-rse -r8rea
asu-ra

e,#usese "e8(t s. recu"(asc. )" s"ea lu c. A""a "u ar.tase
"c(!at. ma=rum(as./

? Ast.4 ar.ta$ "ema-(me"t@ (#t. el/?;ul umesc,) s-use ea cu
r.ceal./ P.cat c. "u 8. -(t 8e!ea c.r le !scurle/ 6" mul$mea asta
"u se -(ate 8e!ea "mc/

?;a r.m"e$ -u$" !u-. ce -leac. t( ,) (-t el !e(!at./ . ar.t
t(tul/O'ra3 e se )m'u3(rar. "ma )"ce-u s.7 'at. !e umre !e
tul'urare

-l.cut./

?;. %"!esc c. ///)"ce-u ea/El ( )"treru-se/
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